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Fredrick Hern Eſquire, 
Wo org Hern, 
Thomas Hern: 


The three Sons of Sir. Nathaniel 2 
Hern, 1.*te Alderman'of London, Y 
Deceaſed. T3. 


Gentlemen, >" 
Was the more mind. _— 
gratify my Young endacas; 5 
my Morning Lefure" by > 
Publication of this Di ifcomfe,; 
. that, ] might preſent it_ to Ke 4s 


Jab me in go! Þ in mw 


——The Epitie 


"7 our Father | Yowr Wartl Yy Father 
& never to be forgotten by me, nor | 
Can. ] hear of his Name without a 6 
) ths ſorrowful heart to think, not onl of | 
» mine, but of the loſs hich this Gy 
" and the whole Nation ſuſtained by | 

bis death: -Much leſs.can 1 omit-any 
- opportynly by, which 1 may expreſs 
| my gratitude. for his extrardinary 
* p_eeT to me and mine. 2 
þ. T hope my Children after me 'w 

. mot Pg to blefs + apt Pray 
k. for you, for his lake ; ro 
99s that Son for whoſe” Ad- 
ſe ng in, the World:be .gAVe 4 
Ver" great o/ron of "Money," though 
he bi never \/cen him, and had but 
little knwledge. of me. 
Ke! thene Were many of my Ant: - 
Or Puget "nk ee Funeral, ' who 


were 


—Dedicatory, | ' F $ | 


were rronbled that the account which © 
Y | I gave of bim was not Printed, - 
a 3 But beſides the weak manazement "- 
/ | of it, I have fi1ce underFood a- 
Y | mother —_ and a very great one, 
Y 
Y 
/ 


why his 0 Ir did not. conſent 

to it, Although T ſaid ſo much of 

him, as raiſe vs the Admiration. of 

that heard me, yet the one © 

| half was not told them, nora» © 

| deed was it known to me; +I had: 5 
htard nothing of the Schaoks which 
he maintained 'on both fides: .the 

| River, for the Education | of oe 
mens Children, . whoſe Fathers: 
flainin the Service -of his. KR 
and (ountry; Nor of the 
bundred pounds Which hz: / Re 
diſpoſal = many Lips "—Y 
62th ployments,with f} 


—The Epittte 


there was occafion for it. Nor 


things which were done by him. 


| give @ particular account of bis Life 
and Aftions to the World; nor do 
” 1F think it - can be done by any 0- 
Z ther, becauſe 1 feldome meet with 
any to this day, who were of 
2 ws acquaintance, but IT hear new 
veries of thoſe marvellous: Afbs 
Charity which be endeavoured by 
a means to conceal; and I be- 
oF {FA that many which he did can 
pd be 
' It was No fin to give ſuch 
and' ſevere imunFions of ſes | 


veg, that 1 ous fuſpeft my /elf | 
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ro that Worthy Perſon whom he en | 
trufted, to come to him for more 4s © 


had T beard: of many other great 


It is riot my Deſion now to .| 


as 
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as” guilcy of unfaithfulne/s to bit 
memory, and of offendy his Relas. 
| trons who -are- of the + ts temper, 
if: it-did not appear that: my deſign - 
in it is the good of you His dear 
oy Children, who [1 hope will be plea- - 
# /ed to keep this Book -by you, and 
make uſe of the Epiſtle as'a very 
* prevailing. Argument to praFfice that” 
| which is contamed in the Body of it: 
r | That which I ſhall mention to 
you concerning your | Father, ſhall 
on'y be ſome 'paſſages which- may * 
provoke you to Early Piety ; and 
\ if they do mot, they may exceeding- 
E lyadd to your Guilt -and Condem-' 


& . _ 


Tha which I "ſhall fiſt ments 4 
| on to 194, ſhall be his gredt Cons 
| $61 that- the. Childrenof the Poop 
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"The Epiltie 


might: bear the. YOKE, in their 
Youth. He was pleaſed to ins 


truſt ime with-'g conſiderable Sum: ©; 


of Money, which Ireceived by quar- 


terly payments, for or the mt: HEt1O0 | 


of- pogr Children in the Pariſh 0 
Cripplegate ; with ſpecial charge 
that they fhould be Catechized and 
hfbadled, in the Principles of Re- 
© Upon; Thoſe: Children who were 
- the beſt Proficients, were .to be en- 
” coureg'd. with. Floney or New 


% Gloathes, or how T-thought convenys 


ent, without any Limitation as to the 
4 expenſe of: it 

> -: Another. mſtance of. this nature: 
Y as concerning. the Children in 
| /Chriſts Hoſpital; He: was: ves 
- "9. defarous, a-little h: fore his laſk; 


> - Sickuefs, that 1 ſhould. undertake: | 
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to Catechize and Jnſtruft them 
publicly 'm their - Hall every 
| Lords day in' the Evening before 
Supper, for. which - þ? was Wil- - | 
ng to have given'+a very Ge- 
nerous Reward : But my Engage- 
ments otherwiſe, were to. the wite 
moſt of what my ſtrength woulg 
bear, and therefore be deſiſted from * 
it. And that which exceeded both, 
was his great Bounty towards the * 2 
Tſtruftion of the (hildren in Wales, 
of which T am mit- able to p08 
$- any particular Account. 
F I mention theſe things to. y0u," 3 
! thit you may conſider What a fad -> 
"8 tho it would le, if you the Chis 
| h,12. it-would 1e,-if you the Chil. 
F | ell. 
- | dren of ſug-a Father, ſhau/d re" 
| fiſt the. force of a Pious Educatis. } 
p. 1 | I Sy | Ks 
> | on, -aud' of the frivings of God's 
f Holy. 
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The Epiſtle 


Hol ly Spirit 1m your tender minds, 
fo as te refuſe the YOKE of 0- 
bedience to God's Commands, And 
to reſolve that you will not ſuffer 
any Early Impreſſions of Religion 
to prevail with ” What a dreads 
* his (hit- 
dren ſhould be Torn in peices 
for forgetting God, who thought 
he could not give too- much that 
the Children of Strangers might 
Temember him, and be Obedient 


And for fear you ſhould be cons 
rented with an Empty - Handed 
Religion; and that either Pride-or 


 Covetoyſneſs, or Debauchery. ſhouts 
"prove .to be your D+ſtruttion ma 


Wicked World, and m one of the 
ak Ages. of it ; 1 would” pt you 
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, | in mind. of ſome paſſages concerns 

- © ing your Father, which by the a- 

| © fiſtance of Gods Grace, may be 

- # very uſefw and beneficial. for the. 
; # preſervation of you from thoſe ex 

7 vil. 

If you are Proud, and ſcorns 

5 © ful of others who are of Inferiour 

: © Rankto ou, you are the moſt unlike 

your Father that ever any Children 

were, and it would be a;ſtranze de- 

generacy from bis Natwe and: Diſs 

poſtion. He was of a moſt Familiar 
and Courteaus Spirit, never diſcos 


vering the leaſt thoug bt of bis. Riches 


- EIT 


Yo Honour when he was among jt 

* bis Friends, but entertaining them 
with all Kindnels and [owh- 4 
| neſs of 'Nind; [ never hears 4 


the leaſt. word from him. by which. 
| —- 
I + 


The Epiſtle 


F could conjecture that he- valued 
himſelf for what he emoyed in this 
World. It was ſomewhat ſtrange 
fo a'l that knew bim, to obſerve haw 
be diſcharged "ay Engagement to 
this City, particularly in the year 
of his Shreivalry, with moſt pro- 
\ digious Generoſity, and yet without 
the leaſt ſhew of Oftentati.n in his 
vn depor tment. 

If ( ovetouſ neſs or the Love of 1] 
the World jp td Prevail with you, 
3K wnld be no l/s Monſtrous 
than the former ; for certainly no % 
- mmm ever valued the World ifs | 

For himſelf, and more for the good ' 
*that be might do to others by it, 
" "thas be lid. It w:s his-great fear, 
-+ Is thoſe whom be rbrught fit - to 
A Fe with the difþ ofal of bis Chas 
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rity ſhould be too mode8t, and not 
"= make their Addreſſes to bim- fo ofs 
=__— LC he defired: And for the 
6 Prevention of it, his ſaying was, 
| pray be not afraid ro come 


y to me again, for I thought 
., | I had enough of the World 
ſy when- my Eſtate was not lo 
; || great as now It 1s, There ts 


a Citizen of Known Worth, Whoſe 
# | great concern it hath been for 1.16 
/ | wy Years to employ and provide for 
, | great nunbers of the Poor, wham 
\ | he Would rebuke "if be did not, m 
| jew Words, tell him what be wane 
1 © ted for the Poor, that be might 
not take too litil-. One of the 
' | ſfrifteſt Charges that ever ] received 4 
| from him, was to let him know. 3 

| of ſuch as were in Want, and _ 3 
| would. Y 

: 4 
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would make a frugal improvement | * 
of a Ftock of Money, « ſpecially of | 
Widdows whoſe Hurbands wee | 
lately dead 05 left hem Poor as well | 
as- Sorrowftl : And that Imight | 
make my applicatiun to him with the | 
greater cenfidence, he would tel |} 
me, that He had rather give | 
five Pounds than five Shillings, | 
And when I gratified his -defire | ; 
in it, be hath ſent me- away with | 
| fuch a plentiful relief, that as tis | 
' Fad in Job, 1 made the: Wid- -| 
dows . hearc to ſing for joy; | 
but they never knew their PBene-. | 
faftor. 
1 have fomettmes thought, that 
ke concealed his Charity not only 
* from bu Love to true Goodneſs | 
1 for its 03tl fake, bat likewiſe f fa : 
b + 55a - th 
I 


| love with the World, which is in: + © 
3 conſ1ftent with the Love of God? 
| What a ſad thing it would be if” 


ac. 
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the ſake of bis own quiet. 1 am 


| confident he ſeldom went abroad 
| but he met with thoſe who would have 
| made a noiſe in the Streets by 
I their loud acknowledements of his 
\ Bounty, which would have been a 
| difturbance to bis humble Spirtt. 


F hope by this, you will conſe 


| der what a fad thing it would 2 


if you his Children ſþould be found 


(in. the number of the Covertous, 
| whom the Lord abhorreth, 
# whoſe Father doubtleſs reppyced 
> | more imthat God gave bim a Li- 
© | beral heart, than that he gave him. 
14 plentiful Eſtate, Whas will bs: 


come of you if you ſhould fall in 
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The Epiſtle 
you ſhould heap up Riches which 
ſhould only prove a load to preſs 
you dywn to the Bottomleſs Pit 
Iknow it would be a great reproach 
fo. you to be called the Narrow: 
Soul'd Children of a Liberal Soul d 
Father : . That it ſhould be ſaid that 
Riches were given to the Father! 
for his own good, and for the 
good of thouſands more ; and Riches 
are left to the _ Children for! 
their hurt, becauſe for the good 
of none elſe in the World. 

i Tf. this more general Argument! 
brevailes mot with you, there 1s 
ano!her Which doth ſo neerly cons 
cern you, that T know not how you 
can withſtand it, «leſs you offer 
great idlence to your ſelves, - and, 
Jome- kind of contempt to the Me- 
.. moryy 


Q a” 7 as co wo xz ea. a \ 


wm 
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by Dediceidiv.” "my 
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ch mory of your Father, or .at leaft 
eſs to bis Judsment and Diſcretion. 
it 8 He deſired me, as well as others, 
ach} to come the oftner to his Bank for 
1-Y the ſupply of the Neceſſitous, be- 
ul df cauſebe did not intend to. bequeath 
bat & any thing m his Will to Charitable 
her Hes: For which. be - gave- theſe 
thetwo Reaſons; One was, That 
hes|| there was not in many places 
foridue care taken to ftulhl the 
ood will of the Dead. - He was ex4 
eedingly offended, if there. was but 

nt hehe leaſt alienation of a Gift, which 
15245 4 great argument of his *fides 
oneWity - and uprizhtneſs. But that 
You hich I ſuppoſe was his greateſt 
fer ea/on was, 'Þ hat he fhould leave 
mdfan Eſtate co them that wou'd- 
{e-$d0 good with-it when he: was: 


081 \ dead . 


Lhe Epiſtle 


dead and gone. Thi reaſon 


depended npon his confidence, tha 


nagement of your Eſtates, * would 


he bad begotten Children after 
his own likeneſs ; and that you, 
When you ſhould come. to the mas} 


follow bis ſteps, which will lead youlgy,, 
to. the. glorious rewards of anatherfh 


Life. 


As to the other Evil, viz, 


Debauchery, I hope 1 ſhould noth; 


need to have mentioned it $0 you, 
but that. you will have a loath 


" to it from the bottom of yourh, 
eart, as your Father had, ash, 


that which is every. way deſirufi ve, 

That. i ſhall never be ſaid; The 
\ Father had an Eftate by whic 

" he kept many alive, and his 

© Sons. only made. uſe of it tc 
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Kill chemielves both Souls and 
4B odies. 
F 7 Will commend one Inſl nee 
+, @nore of your Fathe- s Charity, and 
4-Fbat was 'to -poor Schollars in the 
[dMlniverſities. The 'Univerſicies 
Mad a great and unknown Loſs 
ery his Death. 1 knew his (harity 
Ind Liberalty was /o great ye 
Zwards them, that I adventured 4 
OY ittle before bis departure, to fend 
hs poor Schdllay back to:the Uni- 
th erſity (who had been forced to 
WYeave the College npon the Death 

f bis Father, and was m a Yoes 
ety deſolate condition) upon the con- 
heKlence 1 had of his Charity ; but 
ough it pleaſed God to take him 
DiSLway, yet 1 found another Gentle« 
nan of your Fathers temper, who |. 


. - 
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The Epiſtle. 

4s. exceedingly bountiful, ſo that 
the Schollar continued till be took® 
his. Degree. m the Univerſity. 
k never deſired, his Ch arity m ſuch | 
Gaſes, becauſe the Church g'over-W 
 ſrock't, mori do I beg 0 A, 4 
ther, but- where the Scholtar * is ala" 

eady admitted, and it "is too" latey* 
for, bing t0 (betake: binfelf” ty artyg. 


- oth Way of Subſiftmg. And w{- 
| fd a-C: fe, your - Father was 'ex-|| 


| ceedagly') Kind and Liberal, 'offf 
| which, 1 will» giVe oe "rmarkablef 
* TJiſtawe; which was (told! to 'me"by 
” - One | of his Intuntates, and T ami'the 
.  210re. inclined t0- give a Relation off 
' ®3t, becauſe the pleaſantneſs of it nay 
| make : tt acceptable\ to: you,” ani be 
- ſome-inducement to yu "to confide 
3 4he. Ae of. what" Þ. have give 


J 


| 


cerming ie There 


i& on was admitted in the Univer- 
/ Wy; and the poor Lad was in 
4,reat danger of being ruin'd by: 
ps Fathers being of that ridiculous 
. Fer ſwafion, The Quaker told 
dr Father, that he would remove 
11s Son from the Univerſity, for" 
tr - be- ſhould be a Prieſt, ſaying," 
he T forget 'not, 'T hat be 'had yas 
hey ſee his Son hang'd, than that- 

. ſhould be-a. Prieſt. Your Father" 
Move bim-a ſmart reply, by ashing? 
1,.n, Why the Son" might not as. 
FI ll take the ' Liberty to be at 
\ off ieſt, as the Father took- the- Lis" 
ty to be'a' Quaker: Aid m\ 
'M. (AE ak that -- there © was \ 
», Wer more of Poverty, or Cove- © 
a yſneſs, than Con on in the 
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The Epiſtle 
Caſe, he told him, that he would 
maintam his Son for him ; and {of 
he did, till be took bis Degree," 
and then be procured a good LiF 
Ding for him, which T ſuppoſe the 
Quaker wvvas very glad of i 
Charity to poor Schollars, vvell 
ery and prudently mawged, j is 
moſt bighly commendable; be? 
ÞVbere there 4s an 
\ Learning, and Poverty remoVei 
-- the Schollar, before he hath a 
* Conſiderable attainments : beth con © 
fadered, do make the condition « Cc 
JWoring men to be very Deplorable” 
> of vobich 1 hqve knwn ſeveral In P2 
” ſtances, and been concerned fa 
- aa of them, 


X 71 
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— i ; "0 W A wW. 
Thus I have given an account 
ad 6 
ſol of what your Father was abroad: 


0 
te) 


{the great good that be did in the 
- IWcrld, that if God continues your 
he lives and give you the like oppore 
of $f ities You may not want 4a fat 
pattern to AFF by, 
| TI might in the next place tell 
8 Y0u \what your Father was at he 
© in bis own Family, according to what 
*F1 have been credibly informed, and 
ometimes had occaſaon to take no- 
| tice of. T hope that it will pſeaſe God 
to continue the Life of y'ur Hos 
”n nored -Mcther, that She may ſee 
1.8% happy in « Married State, and 
fa lowing the Example cf your Fas 
Y ther, who was certainly one of the 
q moſt indulgent Husbands that ever 
the World afforded. And that ther 


(a) * 


___ The Epiſtle _ 
.&s ſo much of the ſweetneſs of hu 


nature m'yours ; "that ſhe ſhall ne 
vey need to tell you that you are> 
..amlike him, T once heard that 
_ blamed her for nt taking. a On 
 fiderable Sum of Money, withou 
 asking bis leave, for the #{po/a 
”, of a poor Miniſters Sou: whic 
” <Wwas 4 great Argument of hs kind4 
neſs to ber as well as his chartty t 
the Lad; .and that he was non 
. of theſe il natur d men who es al 
.payes . ſuſpitious left thoſe whomlſ 
they Endowed ' with all their 
ocllly goods ſhould harve this 
free Hſpoſot of any part of them. | 
There was an«ther great inſtanct 
of his tender Lo-ve expreSt to my 
Concerning her: T had occaſuon ti 
pair upon hm, and when T asRe 
bin 
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hut him concerning his Ladies health, 
'ne-dhe was in ſo great a paſſion of 
artdorief that be could nt on a ſud- 
dain, ſpeak to me, although there 
was mn great danger as to her 
Life. He was doubtleſs a mot 
chaſt and vertuons Fusband, whoſe «., 
endearments in his conjugal relati- * 
on were not corrupted nm au uns 
clean and Toitions Ape. 
He was ſuch an mdulgent, and 
yet ſuc h a pr udent Fat her,t hat it Was 
* bis great care to g1ve you bis Children... 
a ſtrife Fducation, mixed With ſafe = 
| encouraging Delights and Pleaſures. 
« It is your happineſs none reſpeFt,that 
mc 'þe left you in that age in which-the 
my Fldeſt of you could ſcarce be ſen- 
1 10h ſible of your great U[s, for if your 
ReM Lamenting for him had born « propor 7 
bus (4 2) ton. 6 


—_ 


* Th ” 


"The Epiſtle 
tion to his Worth, you muſt have} L 
been among} the moſt , ſorrowful 
moxrners that ever loft a Father, J 
Fe was ſo good a Maſter, that 
.bis Servants might lament for hum 
as for a Father ; for if they were 
.ouce admitted into his Fanuly, azid 
were. fit to receiv: kindneſs fron 
bum, They had reaſon to bleſs Go- 
all th:ir dayes for the bountiful 
» Provifjen which he made for th'm. 
There .45 .one thing more which 
LT bave to tell yyu concerning hin 
” which exceeds. all that I have men- 
© toned, and is the Spring a1d Fomi-) 
* tain of all theſe Streams, viz. 
=> ids great Piety towards Gad, "1 
4s Tery Pe m4 that I may_ be. ac- 
Counted prepoſter ous, and very ine- 
2 Fbocical in that- 1 011 not me tin 
# that 
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full that m the firit place, but have 
Jpoken of bis Love to his Neighs 


_ POUY befere his Love to God, ob 
biy the firſt and great Cond 


a andment. TI am not much cons 
ed erned to make an Apology for it ; 
[ hope it will be ſufficient t0 ex# 
5 "S$»ſe me, if 1 propound this adyans 
fu age to you by it; that being mens 
toned in the laſt place, it will not 


T fo eafily flip out of* your minds. 
Ich nat which 45 froken laſt, hath oft=- 


4 times the de epeſt impreſſion. 
His love to others proceeded 
- Jrom his love to- God, and it will 
' TArpear by the account that I have 
. (to give of it, chat he loved. the 
YN Lord his God with all his 
Heart, and with all his Soul; . 
and with all his Strength. There 3 
were. 


G21. 
Ls LY '% 
"We! Q - ew . {> 


p1-# 


4 
pat 


, oo OW a f -, / 


RR 
The Epiſtle 

were three great Demonſtrations of 
if, D 
t. His diligent care to perform 

\ the Duties of Religion. He w 
careful in obſerving the comman 
ef our Bleſſed Saviour, by whic| 
bis Diſciples were to ſhew their 
fancerity, which is the Life an 
Soul of Religion, When thoi 
prayeſt enter into thy Cloſet 
&c. His reſolution was the ſam 
with Fly Davids, My voic 
> ſhalt thou hear in the Morns 
- ing, in the Morning will 1 di- 
rect my Prayer unto thee." 
He ſpent ſome conſiderable time? 
'In his private deyotions, and his 
Family knew -very well that what-| 
ever occaſions there were, he muſt 
” not be interrupted, becauſe there} 
oh were 
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vere none; ſo great. as that which 
be was then concerned i. 

I pray God of Heaven, that you”” 
bis (hildren may - follow bis exams 
im ihis oreat _ of 


0 


man b -gins to be religims in ear-+ 

f ory till be begins to pray to God 

mn ſecret. That Children are requss * 
red to read the Scriptures, to ſay 

their Catechiſm, and their Prayers, 

is only an evidence of the Piety of 

their Parents ; but when Children © 
of their own accord betake themſelves. 2} 
2.4 to the duties of Religion, and Pars 
mel} ticularly to pray m ſecret ; then is ©? 
bis it, and not till then, that they be*. 2 
tf ginto be religious : Before, What they 
/t| did, was becauſe their Parents com- 
 madnded thems but what they do 
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Lhe Epiſtle 
20, 15 becauſe God: commands them," 
and they obey bim. | 
Beſides bis ſecret Devotion, he; 
was careful to perform the FO i 
of Religion in his family: That! 
which is nw laid aſide as unne- 
Y ceſſa'y and ſupa fluous We live 
in an Ae in which wickedneſs dos 
mineers, «nd keeps Religion, n t ons | 
bf out of mens hearts, but out of 
b tbeir Houſes likewiſe. Men are ſo Þ, 
$ far from recej-ving. the Power of | 
he Podioſs, that they Will not ſo much 
© &s entertain. the form, or any ap- |}. 
Ede araice of it - m_ their Families, | 
be, like Foſhua, reſolved; that what 
” ever choxce others made, He and 
- bis Houſe would ſerve 'the 
oe 


"a 1p9 God you may follow his 
exampl - 
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” xample in this likewiſe, if God 
pg. Continues your lives till you become 
i aſters of Families ; And that yow - 
m1 reſolve to begin at faſt, for 


'Y 41: confident there are many Houſes 
pers 1who having neglefted the” 
 JPuties of Religion at firſt, do af< 
perwards wiſh that they had” obſer 
of ed them ; but ſince they did not, they 
hink it Would be an- alteration” which | 
their Servants would wonder at, and” 
others deride, and therefore they” 
continue all their dayes afhamed* 3 


tof Chrift before Men, andiomit: © 
5 that which they can give no account” 


4 ef t9 God, and to their own (ons 

CIENCES x- "41 
4 2. His great Piety appeared” in” © 
15 Care, to fix and promote it in'q** 
thers. If bis Servants wanted; Bl >; 
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TIhe Epiſtie 
bles, he would moſt readily and 
gladly be at the Charge of Furniſh- Þ. 
mg them with that Book. If there | 
, were any that could not read, ſome 
z of the other Servants were allowed 
1 time to learn them, and both 
” Teacher and Schollar had a good 
Fm He thought allurements 
the beſt meanes to make his Sers 
; vants in Love' with Religion, and 
rar he- made bargains With 
them, that he would girve ſo much 
7 fucha part of the Catechilme, 
and for every Chapter that they 
| learnt by beart, as. they had Rea- 
ſon to account” d great encourage- 
= ment 18 make them diligent. 
; \ He was exceedingly concern d 
© that his: Servants ſhould give diti- 
"3h attention to the: Ward of God: 
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upon the Lords-Day, and F Me 

thod he commanded, 1s worth y-of 

all imitation. Fe would require 

an account what they remembred of 

the Sermon, and then commanded © 
them to write it down, that they 
might not forget it : an excellent 
neanes to quicken their AﬀeRions "2 
in hearing, and to make a laſting 
impreſſion of it upon their minds. -*:* 
Fle was'ſo much concern d that thoſe RY 
that were- Young ' ſhould be Relgt IEG 
ous, that as 1 am inform'd,” he *® 
' mmanded, that his Children, when " vi 
F carried-in Arms, ſhould be brought" 
# mtehis Parlony whileſt he Was exe « | 
amining the reſt. "Tis very probas © 
ble that be thought bis Towns Chil-"2 
"dren _woild be the better þrepar d:% 
Je ty. gainſt the time came m which- 
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_ . they could be capable of domg what 

they took ſome little notice of in 0- 
*  thers. Thus he had that care of you, 
- that Timothy's Mother andGrand- 
' Mother had of bm; that of a 
Child, (an immfant properly) he 
might know the Holy Scriptures. 
T hope you will be the better for 
this which I have mentioned con- 
= cerning your Father, and that yon 
2 - will be careful to bew the YOKE 
2 3m your Togth, that you may delight 
afterwards to encourage other Young 
Fm to do the fume. 
b. O 3. His Love to- God appeared 
£'n "aiwp Love to Good' Men, be was 
"CE great Lover of all whom be thought 

d. God:. He was none of thoſe 
N wr Were more for Partees than for 
CPs ns rs qa 
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ſhould. learn. the Church-(atechiſms 
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as to make true 200dnefs to. be au 
Appendix to an Opinion. I know 
that ſome accounted him a Lover of 
Diſſenters, much more than of the 
Conformiſts : but I am. ſure he had 
a very great value for many Orthgs 
dox Dirvines of the Church of Eng- 
land. Fe required of me that the 
Children. for whom 1 was concerned 


And he was not only devout in the 
uſe of the Prayers of the Church 
in Publick, but to-my. knowledg ha © 
hath been. fo in bis own: Family like= 
wiſe, He was fo far from leing” 
m I've" with an opinion. for the Jon 
of it, that he could: not endure an. 
opinioniſt. He was, a-true loven® © 
of goodweſs and: of all whom he: © 
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God of. Heaven yrant that you 
may be ſo likewiſe. VP 
The ſhort Volum which Tam 
confin d to in this Treatiſe, doth not i 
permut me to enlarge upon a Rela- 
Me ff tion of Your Fathers great Worth, 
- which T could d> with the greateſt 
b BO Toe and fatisfaftion. | F 
T'hnow-that this Book will come | 
- Into za handsof ſome-who will 
* -mme- that i bave ſaid too little, 
by uf They and your | 5 ng would 
: me their Ajſuſtance,  T jhould 
fe gladly mend my Fault. In the 
| ea while, '1 bope they will pardon 
we, W I have offended them; 'The 
uth 4s, mymind never was ot qride 
7% bis death, to think thatn0z 
bi mNg” hath been publiſh; ed CONCer ns 
3 | bm, oo ym [ "oy Row 
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Dedicato2y, 
pounded to my ſelf ſo good a defigw 
© as the Benefit of You bis Children; 
: KF [camot think that I harve done- a- 
miſs though 1 have done too little. * 
\ To this I will onlyadd a Faiths 
ful. Promiſe; T hat IT will never 
be oullty of the Sin of Ingratitude, 
By ceaſing to Pray for you in 
my daily Prayers. And ] [hall 
exceedingly rezoyce, and be thankful * 
to Gods Procvidence for any oppor 
twnity, Thileſt T live, to expreſs 1 


| / : f, 4 


Gentlemen, 


> 


Your very Faithful - ,3* 
7. YE 
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Dicem, 22, 3nd Humble Servant; 
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Sir Nathantel Hem De- 
parted this Life at His Houſe 
in Loathbury, and was Inter- 
red in the Church of St. Olave 
Jewry, where there is a Mos 
nument Ere&ted to His Me- 
mory with this Inſcription. 


Ere Lyes in hopes of a Glo- 
tious Reſurrection, the Bo-.” 


dy of Sir Nathaniel Pe 
Rnight,Late Sherift,and.at his Death "3 
Alderman of this Faggous City, and  *.7 
Governour of - the ©Fancenable Eafft 
India Company ; Son to Nicholas, 7 
and Grarld-Son to Richard Ferns. fd 
ſomtimes Alderman alſo of this Cityg,- 3 
a Perſon: of great Prudence, and" 38 
defatigable Induſtry in the Ma»-=7 
nagement: of ail Publick Affairs ;j; © 
ef kxemplary Piety, Spotleſs In- 
tegrity, and diffuſive Charity, have 
DB. . 4 
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ing with his own hand diſpenſed 
very. conſiderable Summs to Chari- 
table Uſes, particularly to the Re- 
hef of Poor Seamen, and Edu- 
cating their Children. He took to 
Wife 7udeth- eldeſt ' Daughter . of 
Sir John Frederick Knight, Alder- 
man, and fometrmes Lord. Mayor 
of London, His now Sorrowful 
Widdow, by whom he had divers 
Children, and left three hopeful Sons 
Surviving, viz. Frederick, Nathani- 


el and Thomas, to whoſe, and to 
this Nations great loſs, . as alſo to 
the great loſs of all them that knew: 
” him. He departed this Life the 

1628. :0f: Auguſt, 1679, Atat.. 50, 


—_—_ ad 


Re TO THE 


1u- | 
JREADER; 
"| Reader, 


lication of this Diſcourſe, as 
ns might be expected conſidering 
how many Books are extant *-: 
which were written by Pious and .=" 
to | Ecarned Men on purpoſe to pers 
-w. ſwade Young Perſons tothe Prac-- . 
tice of true Piety and Holineſs; - be-'. 3 
cauſe it is a matter of the greateſt. 
Moment, and all that hath been -- 
done hath been too little' to'Effe&t 7 
it. All good men cannot but be 
extreamly troubled to ſee how Vice 
and Wiekednefs growes up. with 
thoſe that are Young, and how they» 2 
encreaſe in it faſter than they-dd in» 
ſtarure; as-if they thought it would +3 
be- their great happineſs to arrive 
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Lo the Reader. 


at high degrees of Impiety, and 
to be paſt: controul. This doth 
not ly make the hearts of good 
men ſad, from the conliderationof 


that "Temporal and Everlaſting 

- Deſtruion, which Young Men 

*- haſten to themſelves, and the un- 

=  expreſſible miſthiefs which enſne to 

the JE age; but likewiſe of 
thoſe 


> evils which it prefages to the 
. next Gcneration. 
= - We live in unhappy dayes, in 
which we may juſtly ſuſpeR, That 
+ the enemy ot our Salvation: hath 
© et Mer of Tears *t variance about 
© Circumſtances in Religion, that he 
- may ! "48 the Minds of thoſe that 
= are Tomng. with a diſlike to the 
 Practice-of it. | 
© For this Reaſon I have been wik 
LL ling, notwithſtanding what hath 
been already done, to publiſh ſome 
part: of what I have diſcourſed to 
thoſe. who come Early in the morn- 
4M ing 


; ach Adept .ft 4 rot 484 3 II. 45 DAmoDTSS. a, og, 
The Epiſtle © 


ing; of the day, and of their Years, ' 
to be my- Auditors; in which, 
through the Grace and Blefling of 
God, | have had ſome Succeſs; which 
is and will alwayes be a great fas 


tisfaction to me. I have not pro-" 


ceeded in it ſo far as I expeRed, but 
(being confined to a ſhort and 
cheap Treatiſe) was forced to brake 
off ſomewhat abruptly at the Be- 
gining of an Argument which T 
intended chiefly to inſiſt upon, vz. 
The danger of a Late Intended-Re- 
pentance. The truth is, I was very 
unwilling to make a ſhorter Ded> 
cation, conſidering mine and ithe 
Worlds great Obligation to the 
memory of That Great Man, whoſe 


Life-and Actions had been an ex» 7 


cellent Subject for a far greater. 
Volume than this is; and that is” 


the reaſon I could proceed no fars.. 
ther. in 'my intended matter. It” 


therefore it pleaſcth God to con» 3 
Tnue* ' ZH 


P My 4 oF Geeta > . iS p4Y% PeY Pe 
£7: 4-4 W.; 4 c 
w 
) the Reader. 


-tinue my Life, and to make this 
Book uſeful and ſerviceable to the 
end for which 1 deſigned it, I ſhall 
haſten the Publication of a Secon : 


Fazewe 


Part. 


THE 


HE Text Explained. Pag. $7 - 


TheWord TOXK-E' Conſidered 


CONTENTS 
FT as ſignifying Afﬀtiton, ibid 
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prevent and cure Proatgality. P. 11, 
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The YOKE conſidered as ſignifying O- L 

bedter.ce, | ibid, | 
T bree Obſervations. P- -25» 


n-__ Prety rood mn reference to things 
Temporal, * P+ 26, 


To 


he Contents. 
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To preſerve SEicke P. 40. 
Reputation, P- '63, 


Early Picty good in reference to things 
Spiritual, P. 83. 


Atheiſm. p.. 85, 
Evil Habits, P. 104, 
To prevent Obaduration of heart. .P- 120, 
A wounaed Spirit, p.” 130, 
V ain Confidence, P. 141. 


Of Late Repentance. Þ- 145. 
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Lament. chap. 3. ver. 27. n 
It is good for a Man that he bear the 
loake m his Youth. 


Hoſe that would know 
the reaſon of thePro» - 
phets Lamentations, 
may read, the . two- 
laſt Chapters ofthe 
2 Kings,Q When they ' o8 

have conſidered the; doleſul Miſes 

ries which the ſing of- a: ſtubborn ++ 
and rebellious People brought upon 

Ne 2 and.upon the Land of 

B their 
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-.- their Nativity ; . it may make their 
Eyes to run down-with Teares, as Fe- 
_remiah did. 

But I am not concern'd in the 

- .,tragick part of the Book, having 

+ found a Text in it which is conſo- 

£ latory, and containes that Advice, 

&= - which 1s the fitteſt to prevent all 

--.. Lamentations: A Recomendation 

& . of carly Piety, for want of which 

-it 1s, that all miſeries both in this 

Life-and that which is to come, 


ry. ® 


»- do.befall'the Children of men. 
2 A young -man that feares God 
P>.and is Religious, hath wiſely ſecu- 
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7 redhimſelf betimes from- being 
miſerable here or hereafter. | I-45 


o- Hy {2 Text: very ſcaſonabletin'this Age, 
in which there is nothing {© much 
tx -..negleted. And it is a Text. very 
© ©. feaſonable in this Congregation , 
>» where I am! under a ſpecial *En- 
= gagement to treat with young Per-! 
 - tons. about 'the- great Concern 
of Life'and Immortalitys -I ſhould 
-_.; Not 
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- not otherwiſe fulfill the deſire of 


my long-ſince deceaſed BenefaQor. 
But beſides this there are other In 
ducements to it. TI have: conſides» 


| red the advantage that I have, 'n . 


that I have none in competition 
with me. I have no Objections to 
anſwer. I am affirming that which 
none denies in Words but only i 
Practice. There are none in. Hea- 
ven, or Hell, or in this World but 
acknowledge, that it is good for @ 
man that he bear the Toak in his + 
Touth: 1 am only contending on 
the behalf of the young mans Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience, againſt the 
baſe propenſity of his corrupt Nas 
ture. - I have likewiſe conſwdered; 
that T am undertaking a Task*i- 


- Which all men with me good ſic» 


cels. There are few men in the 
world ſo hardned in IKE as 
not torejoyce when they ſee you 
men, .efpecially if related to het 
piouſly and vertuouſly difpoſed: 7 
| B 2 And 
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And 'tis very probable, that it is 
becauſe. they find to. their great, 

- though conceal'd Terrour of mind, 
the want. of it in themſelves: For | 
howſoever .men _ that have be- 
- gunin their youth to caſt off God 
and Religion, ſeem to aut brave 
the Law of God and their own 
- Conſciences, and to go on undaun- 
-tedly as if they had made a good 
, Choice for themſelves; the contra- 
ry. 1s moſt certainly. true, and they 
have ſo many checks.from an up- 
braiding Conſcience, that they con- 
fels at laſt they never had that 
leafure which they ſeemed to 
ave, and therefore would have all 
ung men whom they with well, 
to be wiſer in their firſt Choice 
776 cp they have been. It might 
& De of great force to perſwade young 
= men to be Religious at firſt, tocon- 
= ſider, how quickly they will wiſh 
= they had been ſp. Moſt certain it 


& 35, that jt is cqually impoſſible for 


any 


'# Ms 
+ 6b 


any man, to give an account of all 
the happineſs that Early Piety brings * . 


{ to men, and the intollerable mufe2 


ries that befall men for want of 1t. 

There is a double ſenſe of the 
words according to the various inter- ” 
pretation of the word YOAKE Some 
by it underſtand Afﬀition, con- 
cluding that” the Prophet is come 
forting the young Captives in their 
Diſtreiles, who were moſt apt to 
be impatient. And this is very as * 
greeable -to that which goes im» 7 
mediately before. 7? is good that & © * 
nan ſhould both hope and quietly wait 


for the Salvation of the Lord, Now, 


becauſe of all perſons thoſe thatare -; 
young, are molt impatient and une 3 


quier when they are under Aﬀietis 


on; he tells thoſe of that Age, that 
it -is good tor them to bear- the 
Yoak. The word Y OAK in the 
Scripture doth often ſignity ſome 
grigvous Aflictionor Trouble which 
God layes upon-men for thei di{ 
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obedience, as in Deut. 28, 48, 
1 Kings 14, 4. Eſa 9. 4. and many 
other places. The words in this 
ſenſe affords a very uſeful Obſerva-i 
tion, viz. that, 

Obfer. Aﬀflictions are very uſe-| 
ful and beneficial to thoſe that are 
young. David faid, Before I was| 
Affiitted I went aſtray. None are 
ſoapt to go altray as young Perſons, 
and nothing uſually prevails to bring 
them into the way in which they 


bf: ſhould walk, as AfﬀiQtion. It is 


therefore very: happy for young 
Perſons that. Affliction thould come 
their youth be gone :- Where 
It. -15 otherwiſe, where Health and | 


us urengs: and Proſperity conti- 
- nues during that Age ; when ever 
© Afﬀiction comes it cauſeth the Sin- 
ner to. make ſuch terrible RefleCti- 
- - ons upon the Actions of his youth, 
- as: may make him wiſh, that it had 
come time enongh' to have pre- 
vented: his Evil courſes: AS it be 
ai 
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faid of Ephraim Jer. 31. 18. Thok 
haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was thaſtt- 
ed as a Bullock uraccuſtomed to the 
Toake ; and: in the following vere, 
aſter Afﬀi&tion brought him to 
Repentance, he faith, / was aſham- 
ed yea even confounded becauſe I did 
bear the Reproach of my youth. In 


E ſuch caſes, how happy 1s the man 


whom God chaſtiſerh in his youth, 


by which that ſhame and confujton ' 


15 prevented. If it happens that 
young, mer: reject all good: Couns 
ſehat fir{t, and continne their Health 
and Strength without - Affliction 
tor many years, they prove the 
worlt men, fpending their--days 


and: years in contracting that pok - 
lution and defilement which makes ©: 


them odious and abominable - to 


God, Moab: hath been at cafe from 1 
bes youth, he hath been ſetled upow 


bis Lees,” and hath not been #mptied 


from Veſſel to Veſſel, neither hath he 
Zoye into Captivity, therefore his taſte - © 
f B 4 remaineth 
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remaineth in him, his ſcent is not 
changed. 1 may more particular- 
ty. Now, that Aﬀlictions are bene- 
cial to young Perſons,as they tend 
tothe Removal of thoſe evils, which 
the weakneſs of their Age makes 
them. exceedingly prone and ad- 
dicted to 
1//, Youth is a very raſh and in- 
- conſiderate Age, in which Paſſion 
- * and Humour domineers. There is 
© not; uſually that Conſideration and 
Dcliberation which is neceſſary to 
ſteer the -courſe of mens Actions. 
When: Rehoboam asked counſel of 
- the young: men, they were for Whips 
- and ;Seorpions, Which quickly made 
 havock and brought all to confu- 
þ fon. 
And: as young men are furious 
£29. others, ſo they are very foolith 
- tor themclves, in that they con- 
der aſe ſudden deſtruction 
# Which't 
> This the-Wiſe man took {þ 


| 
C 


ey bring upon ok pe 
c 


notice e of Prov. 7.7.1 beheld among. 
the fimple ones a young man void of une 
derſtanding, that 1s, void'of Conlides ; 
ration, for we can {carcely i magine- 
that there is any young man, but un-. 
derſtands that lewd courſes bring. 
men to miſery and deſtruction. 
Affliction 1s an excellent means. to: 
bring the -young man to conſidera» 
tion of himſelf, The hearing of- 
Gods Word many years doth nat. 


- 


uſttally bring men to ſuch} an, 1n». * 3 


ward ſenſe of God, as one Moneths. 
Afﬀflictionin their youth time. When: 
they are in health, if. they Near 
their Duties they think 'tis time e- 
nough to praCtice them, but when 
a ſharp Afﬀiction comes, they be- 
think = thar they have 
ſtaid too long alrcady. - Affliction : 
ſhakes. the two parts of which man, 
conſiſts, - his Soul and Body, _ and 
makes, him think of their- parting, 
andof what is unavoidably necets. * 
faryein. order to ir. 'Tis death ta +}; 
B $3 omg ja 
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ſome men to mind the things of 
God and of Religion,till Death torces 
them to it, When he flew them, then 
they ſought him, and they returned 
= and enquired early after God, Ptal. 
2 5.34 | 
( 2, Youthis a Proud Age. Pride 
15 the $7, and I may fay, the Com- 
F garion of young Perſons. They 
- © Joveto ſpend their Money and Time 
>. tor that- which doth not Profit, but 
> makes them Ridiculous to others 
-- atpreſent; and afterwards to them- 
+ -Teivgs. Pride/pufts up their minds, 
- _ but Aﬀfidtion pricks the bladder 
= _dnd#ets outthe wind ; it lets them 
© Know that Mortal Bodies and Sin- 
- tu Souls: are not things to be 
& Proud of. The great Care and 
Study of young People is how to 
= dreſs their out-{ides, and this makes 
- them delight: in the Antick Faſhi- 
ons of the Age: Aﬀidion makes 
-—— them think how neceflary it"is to 
E”* adorn their minds, and that they 
_.--.-- FEY Wb ſhould 
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of © ſhould be A} Gloriows within. 
©5 WF They are apt to {trutt m the World 


0 © as Nebuchadnezzar Qid in his ſtately 
ed I Palace, as if it were all their own; 
al. Þ but if AMiation comes it brings 

them, as it did him, to their Rea» 
de Þ fon and Underſtanding, and- lets 
W- 


them Know that there 1s & great 


CY B God to be Adored with all Hus 


nc F mility and Reverence, and that ' 
ut F they are made to Admire him 'in 
Sf whom there is all Perfeion, and 
m- 


not themſelves in- whom there. 15 
as, nothing bur the greateſt Imperfectis* 
ler on, Folly and Vanity. 


-m ]. Youthis in many a very ex- | 


travagant Age, in which men make. 
be Þ haſte to throw away their fubs 
ſtance in Riotous living, by which. 
£0 ny do great hurt to themſelyes 
Kes  and'no good to any others, Af- 
hi- fiction brings the young Prodigal. 
Kes B rohindfelf; and tlien to his Father; 
It makeshim know that the things - 
of "this -Wor!d -are of greater ute 

i EE both 2 
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both to the. Souls and Bodies of 
Men, than to be thrown away as 
if they were good for as' little as 
he that makes no good uſe of 
them. 

4. Youth 1s in ſome a very «o- 
vetous Age. Where young men do 
not run into Prodigality, by which 
they arederided and laught at by 
men, they run into the extream of 
® Covetouſneſs, and love of the World 

£ *: which they make haſte to be 
horred of God. They think they 
, have a great while to live, and 
therefore they do exceedingly pleaſe 
+: themſelves with the enjoyment of 
I » Earthly things. The young man 
| --4n the Golpel had ſuch a brave E- 
3 Mate, that he would not exchange 
*xt for the Kingdom of Heaven, 
® ©, when our Saviour proffered to make 
» "the Bargain.” Aﬀliction 1s, 6f excel- 
& lent uſe to cure the young mans 
= 'Covetouſnzſs, for itquickly: lethim | 
k* ſee that as the Wor dling ot S ity 
«<4 = Riches 
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Riches do no good to the beſt and 
moſt durable part of man.  Afﬀic- 
tion puts the young man in mind 
of The day of Gods Wrath in which 
Riches profit not, 

5. Youth is an unclean Ape. 
The Souls of young Perſons, and 
too often their Bodies likewiſe, 
are defiled with Lults, and there- 
fore the Apoſtle calls them Touth- 


full Luſts ; Aﬀliction is a great Re- , 


medy againſt thoſe, not only in a 
Phifical ſenſe as they weaken the 
Body, but as they cleanſe the Mind 
from ſinful Thoughts, and fixes it 
upon better things. Afidtions put 
young men in mind of God, for 


whom both Souls and Bodies muſt” 


be kept Pure and Undefiled. It 
cauſeth them to make Jobs Co» 
venant with their Eyes, that they 


may. not. let in pollution to thei +» 


Souls / by - tempting Objects, 
Before I proceed to that which 1 
chiefly deſign, I would make two 


=_ 
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or three Inferences from this Ob- 
ſervation A F 

Inf. 1/t, 1f Afﬀiidtion; be good þ 
for young men, let #ghts. befpeak 
'. their Patience and Submiſlion nn- 

---, derthe Aitlictinghand of Gog. -Let 

»- not; young men think it a hard 
caſe that rhey ſhould not have their 
Health and Liberty inthe Prime of, 
their years,' when others are ſtrong 

E - and vigorous : I would ask them 

” What they: would do with it? f 
they would have it only that-they 
may. purſue youthful Luſts and Plea- 
{ures; they have no reafon to ex- 

- ped. that: God ſhould grant their 

+- defires;tor that: were for. God to find 

*$trength: and the Devil to find 
- Work; it'is good for them that God 
ſhould 'Bizd them in fetters, and 
bold: them. in cordls of Afition, at 
firſt, that he may 'fbew. rhiens thesr 
* . Tranſgreſiions before ''they - ate” 16 

- Mbultiplyed as to become” incorri- 

= geable, - which too often Ow 
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to young men When they are let 
alone too long. Young men ſhould 


conſider that they come into. the 
8 World with ſuch ſtubborn corrupt 


natures, that there had. need to 
be an early Reſtraint,' and: ſome» 
times nothing bur the YOAKE of 
Affliction will doit. Young men 
thould conſider what is faid in- Fob, 
chap. 11, ver. 12. Man is born like 
a Wild Aſſes Colr. 'The: Scripture 
tells us Fer. 2 24. that the Wild 
Aſs is a Creature 1o hard:to-tame, 
that men will not weary themſe/es! 
to catch her. And” where. 'ever: 
the Old Creature / 15! Wild; the 
young one 1s much more. - Trthey: 
cannot take the © old: one; 'much! 
leſs the young one when"4t; 3s 


grown ſtrong. Afflictions comexto 
young men to catch them'im thes:. 7 
Wildernets: of this V/ orld (in whicht” + 


there /are thouſands ' of: Extfavaws 
gants' who arelike Wild Eeatts)&t0 
take up them for the uſc and ſervice) 2 
of 4 
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of him- that made them, and: whoſe: 
the Earth is. in which they .are fo 
wild. - The young. man would Þ 
willingly live in the world, as if 
he came into it ſor nothing 'but to 
Snuff up the Wind, to perſilt in an 
untam d Extravagancy and: Wan- 
toneſſe. He is -ſo eagerly bent up- 
.on it, that: his, Relations and: all 
his Friends may . weary themſelves 
in their endeavours to reſtrain. 
him.; but if God ſends a ſharp At- 
fliction, that may bring him to 
ſome good and uſefulnets - in the 
World. ' Thenature af man is ſuch, . 
that thoſe that are old have need 
F., -of Correction from God, and there- 
- fore much , more : thoſe that are 


young. 
E-.0i2. 1f it be good for young: men 
= the Yoak of - Aﬀliction, 
L, * look back and- conlider, 
"whether they have not born this 
Yoak, and what good: they. ;re- 


ceived by it, that if they have they. 
my 


Early Plety., »7 
may be thankful ' to God- for their 
AfMitions, by which he brought 


: ogg from going aſtray to learn bis 


Vord, and live i- obedience to his 
CE But if they have born 
the Yoak, and it hath done them 
no good, let them conſider their 
evill condition. Afﬀlictions to the 
Soul are like Phyſick to the Body; 
They are ſent by the great Phy ſi 
tian to purge away Sin Eſa. 27. 94 
It the a aa doth not w ork.it EN- 
dangers the lite of the Body, and 
if atthRions do not purge, they en= 
danger the life of the Soul. No 
man comes . out of that Furnace as 
he went into it ; but is either melted: 
or hardned by it. It hardned, his con- 
dition is exceeding bad, in lo much, 


that 'it may. be in vain for me: to) 4 ";4 


ſpeak to ſuch from the Pulpit, bee .. 
cauſe I queſtion whether there "are * 
any [ſuch to. hear me. 'They' are 
commonly :men.of the moſt diſſo- 
lute ited and find it neceſlary o. 
avoi 
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avoid all occaſzons which may put 
them in mind of what they have 
done, - When 6nce a young man | 
hath broken looſe from the Cords 
of Aflition and returns to fin a- 
g2in,, he purſies his Luſts and 
Pleaſures the more eagerly, | that 
he may have no leifure to think 
of his new-eacreaſed Guilt, that 
his Conſcience may not find time 
to check him by his ſick-bed Pray- 
ers, and Vowes to God. But:more 
particularly, I earneſtly defwre all 
ſuch. perſons who have: born. rhe 
Yoak of  Atfliction in their. Youth, 
and-it hath not proved good for 
them to contider, 
. 1+ The trailty of their Natures,6c 
how quickly Attlictions may return 
&: death take them away, I'men- 
tion this, becauſe men live: ſinful 
= -— hvesatter they have eſcaped Aflicti- 
> 0on,in hope of long Lite.'t hey do not 
”  liveas if our Saviour had ſaid, Be- 
bold thog art made whole; ſix no more; 
but 
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but as if he had faid, Behold thou 
art made whole, thou ſhalt be ſick 
nan 3 no moreand therefore ſin on. One 
rds # would think that of all men he 
1 4- & ſhould have leaſt reaſon to truſt to 
and F the continuance of his Life, who 
hat Þ was in danger of death in the ve- 
ink ry ſtrength of his Years: That 
hat he ſhould be alwayes in a readi- 
me 8 neſs to die, who apprehended death 


ay-F ſo near him at that Age, when 
gr men. think themſelves farthelt from. 
8 1t. # 

the 2, Suppoſe your life continues 
th, many yeares, If you were-1o afraid 
for Þ to die becauſe of the ſins of a few 

yeares betore you were Afﬀlicted; 
0 what dreadful Horror and Contuſi« 
mig on will the fins of a great : many 
en- | years bring you into, which you 
ful Þ were guilty of after your Aillicti- 
4i- on. '1o- which I may add. | 
we - 3. Every fin after Atflicttion is 
5e-Y of a mbre heinous Nature. Before 
you were afflicted you were - 
tne 
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the greater hope that God wonld 
have mercy upon you, becauie 
you were young and-apt to Inad- 
vertency, and did not conſider what 
you had done: But your finsafter 
affliction are more deliberate Acts, 
they are ſins upon ſecond thoughts: 
Sins which are- committed againſt 
thoſe checks - of conſcience, which 
do particularly relate to the ſick-bed 
Vows and Promiſes. | 

4. There is no Folly- or Mad- 
neſs to be compar'd to it. He dif- 
obliges that friend who delivered 
him from trouble, and from whom 
he: expets kindneſs and - favour 
when trouble comes again. He was 
afraid of the enemy. of his Soul be- 
fore,. and 'yet he delivers himſelf 
into his hand again, and can not 
but know that: he will take faſter 
hold of him. He is encreaſing the 
terrour of his mind: which before 
he. could not endure. in a leſs de- 
gree. . He prevents all means of fu- 
95 ture 
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ture comfort. He hath no reaſon 
to expet comfort from - the Spirit 
of God whoſe motions he hath quen- 
ched, or I may fay, afftronted. 
And he may well expect (which 
am afraid.is the caſe of too many ) 
to be quieted by a deluſion-of the 
Devil, that all is well with him, in- 
ſtead of having a -well -grounded 
comfort from the holy Spirit of God. 
I know not what comfort he can 
have from Miniſters, who can only 
declare peace to the penitent, and 
how to judge him -to- be fo, -who in 
his laſt Affliction had nothing buta 
mock-Repentance,is one of the hard- 
eſt things in the World. Or if-thete 
ſhould appear any hopes of ſincere 
Repentance, it may be as hard for 
the Sinner to believe himſelt a Penis 
tent. He will reckon himſelf amongſt: 
the Back-ſhders, in whom the Send 
of God can have no pleaſure, and dex 
{pair of being .a Glorious Saint in 
Heaven, who can-compare lumſelt 
ro 
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to nothing but.a Dogg that returne 
to his Yomit, and a Swine 70 his wal 
lowing in the mire. 

5. Heis guilty of a moſt impious 
Contempt of God. He deals with God 
asifhe werea Being ne:tier to be fea 
" redor to be loved. Ithe thought hima 
being to be feared, he would not dall 
withhim,as if he might be entertain'd 
and turn'd out of doors at the ſinners 
pleaſure ; Adored one day and ab 
ſed another. This is the caſe of the 
Sinner, and 1s not to be thought 0 
without horrour. It he though 
God a Being to be beloved and 
delighted in, he would not ſeek tc 
him in his diſtreſs, and forſake him 
when he is out of it ; for that ſuppc 
feth that God 1s not to be delighrec 
m; but only to be ſought to whe 
a man knows not how to avoid it. 
He is likewiſe guilty. of the greate 

ratitude. 'He received the great- 
eſt kindneſs from God, He was de- 
livered from the Fears of _— 
| an 


and Hell, and he requites it as if 
God had done him the greateſt in- 
jury, for he offends and grieves him 
ever atter, Ke is guilty of Perjury, 
for he vowed to God that ifhe reco- 
vered, he would live in obedience 
Sto him, and he lives as if he had 
made a Covenant with death, Q an 
d Agreement with Hell. 

Inf. 3. If it be good for a 
young man to bear the Yoak of At- 
fliction, this may be of good uſe to 
call him off from rhe love of the 
World, either the Profits or the 
g Pleaſures of it, and to fix his mind 
upon the things of God and of Re- 
ligion. Youth 1s an Age in which 
the World ſeems moſt deſirable, be» 
cauſe it is an Age of Activity, mn 
which men can with caſe and plea- 
ſure mind the Concerns of it, and 
becauſe it {is an Age in which men 
promiſethemſelves long enjoy ments. 
Now, if in this Age ſicknels1s bet- 
ter than Health, and poverty bet- 

rer 
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ter than Riches, and-loſles do men 
more good than Gains ; methinks the 
young man ſhould bid adieu-to all 
eager purfuit of it, and fond ex- 
ectations from it, and reſolve that 
be will ſet his mind upon ſome- 
what elſe which may be good tor 
him, which is not bitter and irkſome 
and dangerous, but pleafant delight- 
ful and fafe for him, and that is Re- 
ligion. This. brings me to a ſecond 
 Acceptation of the word YOAKE, 
and that which I intend chiefly to 
inſiſt upon : It doth often in the 
Scripture ſigniftie Obedience to the 
Commands of God. In this ſence 
Moſes his Religion was called a Toake, 
and the Goſpel is called ſo by our 
Bleſſed Saviour: and in this ſenſe 
many Expolitors take the words. 
The Prophet was in hopes that the 
Afﬀiiction of this people would have 
a general uifluence upon their minds, 
- and that it would not onlytend to 
the Reforming. of thole who were 
| COMmeC 
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come to years of Knowledg and Un 
derſtanding, but that young Perſons 
would likewiſe be brought to the 
practice of Religion by it. From 
the words in this ſenſe you may take 
theſe three uſeful - Obſervations. 

x, Religion is.a YORE. 

2. Every man mult bear this 
YOKE at ſometime or other. 

3, Youth 15a very fit and proper 


[- time for it. /t is. good for a man that 


he bear the TOKE in his Touth, 

I have determined to apply my 
ſelf whally to young Perſons, and 
ſhall therefore inſiſt only upon the 
laſt of thele. 


ſubjeft to the Law of God, and not to 
the Law of Sin and Vanity,,, To be 
in a readineſs to Obey all the Com» 


mands of God, as young Samuel was 


when he roſe from his Bed and faid, 
9f6 ak Lord for th Yy Servant heareth, 


C And 
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In the proſecution; of 
- it I intend only to ſhew, 44n what 
relpects it 4s good for a young man. 
to bear the TOKE, tohave his mind 


| 46 Thee 14 

-- And theriro make fome Tnferences. 
2[102,/Jr\ whit feſpets it is goed for a 

- tdn"thar: he bear. rhe YOKE in 

- his youth ; this'is a hard taske,. tor 
if # be asked'what Advantage __ 

. the -- young /'Man 'by being? Relk 

| cons jean be aifivered in” the 4- 
poſtles Language Much every : way. 

 Thereisno man canthink of any dit- 

_ advanitage that-it-is:to him, or that 
any hwfrt can \come. to him by. it. 
Inſomuth- that-if there were not an 

. Exceeding Averfneſs in the nature of 
man - to the practice of Religion, it 

might be altogether unneceltary: to 

- __tiſcowſeon this Subject : But ſince 

* there isthat averſeneſs, I will give 
Fo#ie account of the Benefit of Early 

— Piety, beth in reference to the things 

ofthis World, and of that which 1s 
6 come. ._ © - Fa, 
"x; In-reſerence.ts the things of 
this World: The. Apoſtle faith Goet- 
-Hineſs is Profitable to all' things; ha- & 
<ving the promiſe of the life that now. 
7 hiſig 


and 


and of that which is to come ; and if 
that be granted,we are fure that the 
ſooner Godlineſs begins, the greater 
the Profit 1s; I think i&t neceffary ro 
ſpeak of this, becauſe the great Ob» 
jection againſt Early Piety is, that * 
it hinders the young man fromenjoy= 
ing the good things of this World, 
and is therefore very unkind to him, 
becauſe he is but newly come into it, 
and hath the greateſt hopes of con» 
tinuing longeſt init. But this is a 
falſe and Iymg Suggeſtion, for .no 
man enjoys {o much good in :the 
World as he that enjoys God in it. 
He that fears God in the firft 
place, and obſerves the Rules of Re» 
ligion in the management of 'the 
things of this world trom the begin» 
ing of his poſſeſſing them, hath cer» 
tainly the greateſt good by them. 
All men that own a God anda Pro- 
vidence mutt acknowledg this; for 
it were a very ſtrange and abfurd 
thing for any man toſay, that God is ” 
; y 8 p 
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the Giver of all good things, and in 
that he is very good to his Creatures, 
but he doth not give good Rules and 
Orders about the uſe of them, but 
commands thoſe things to be done 
which takes away the pleafant en- 
joyment of what he gives. This is 
" as if. it were better for a man to do 
what he pleafe withthe things ofthis 
World, and that it would conduce 
more to his Pleaſure and fatisfacti- 
on, than to obſerve the Order and 
Command of God concerning them. 
But more particularly. 
I. Zarly Piety is good for the pre- 
ſervation of Life and Health. It pre- 
= "ferves the Body, as well as it faves 
© ;the Soul. Solomon in the beginning | 
= Of his Proverbs commends the prac- 
= -tice of Religion to young men from 
the great Advantages that it brings 
to them in this life, amongſt which 
this is one, chap. 3.12. My ſon forget 
not my Law, but let thine heart keep } 
my .Commandments, for length of da Ys 
wy an 
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and long life and Peace ſhall they add 
to thee. It is not only Peace to the 
mind, but Health to the Body that 
is the conſequent of Early - Piety. 
There are innumerable inſtances mn 
the world of young mens*deſtroy- 
ing themſelves in the Prime of their 
Age, for want of it. There are many 
ſorrowful perſons, who may ſay ro 
Early Piety concerning their young 
deceaſed Relations, as Martha faid to 
our Saviour concerning Lazarus, If 
thou hadſt been here my Brether had 
not died. If Early Piety had been. 
here, if the young man who was my 
dear and near Relation had. feared 
God, and lived a Pious and Vertuous 
Life, he might have been - alive 
and enjoyed his health and the ;good 
things of this Life, but now he is 
gone having deſtroyed himſelf by 


vicious Courſes, If he had Feared 


the Lord and. departed from Evil, it 
would have been health to his Navel 


and marrow to | his Bones, but iny' 


Ty 
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inſtead of that he departed from God 
and feared noEvil, and now his Bo- 
dy is hid in the duſt. 

. When young men will not be per- 


Souls, they prefently make haſte to 
deſtroy their Bodies. When they re- 
fuſe inftrution,” and all the Argu- 
ments that can be uſed to perfwade 
them to Piety, and” their Necks are 
become- as an iron fixew, the next 
thingisto try whether their fle/h be 
as Braſs, When they have. reſiſted 
the Reaſon of their own' minds, in 
chooſing Vice rather than Vertue, 
they muſt then offer violence tothe 
- Conſtitutions of their own Bodies, Þ 
2 andby'to doing they quickly bring 
b- deſtruction upon themſelves. 
 *: Sometimes young men refuſing to 
hive God, they make their Belly 
their Go & that's a God that dath not 
: ors life, but makes haſte'ro\ take 
4 away. And when ſickneſscomes by 
| fuſer fromthe abundance wr 
3 things 


- Early/PUefP; 2t 
things the man is extreamly- often» 
ded at the. goodneſs of Gad”mn.ma+ * 
king nature content- with:2 lirtlg,. - 
and thoſe ' meats which are cheap» - 
eſt; to: be moſt healthful to: the Bo» © 
dy. ' He did nat regard the Men,the * 
Soul .I .meany and nothing could + 
pleaſehim butover:loading the Beaſt 
(the Body) ctitl-at dy STEIN 
-| :IÞ>may be shat+Dronkennefs 15 * 
the Executioner-which he-makes + 
choize of, 'and that:commonly gives = 
a:quick diſpatch. W hen the)natural - 
hear:of this: conftimition. 1s: earaged 
by:ſtrong/ Liquors, a Fever makes | 
as much haſte-ta drink up his Spis- =. 
rits, as he did to-pour in the Wine 


and Strong drink. . Or it. may be'a © - 


Dropfie {wells 'him till he 4s in ny 
tollerable: Pain' and: Milery. | His 
Liver is:reveng d of his 'Fhroat,and 
turns all:that might nouriſh: him - 
into fuch-a quantity of ill kumaurs,” + 


that he becomes a Burdews to him -** 


ſelf, being-ovetlaaded with his awa” 4 
oy C4 Excere»'-* - 


g_ 


= 
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Excrements. His delight was to emp- 
Veſſels, ' and now hehath-occa- | 
on for the Tap to broach his belly, | 
and” 'let -ont'the 'dregs, which his 
; Vice hath left there ; buthow 
feldome is it that this or any 0» 
ther —_ becomes  Effectual. 
"Tt: aria thar' his ſtrengrh ,of 
Conſtituribn is mot'fo (quickly: o- 
vercome,/ but by: the continued af 
faults of | his Intemperance- it lan- 
guithetlu.by degrees. | A Conſump- 
| 4 un 267 7h to /be.: his.Death,: and 
2 a IT 1S: a lingering Diſtemper, 
 ; he. hopes-for: his'Recovery;!:and 
therefore'negleds the uſe of 'Means. 
He 'hatl fome- Reviving Intervals, 
and by. them he hath ſuch | hopes 
* of Life, »that he continues His+In- .# 
temperance,” and:1n:this is' cruel to 
himfelf: For when his affronted Na- 
ture is combating with the Diſeaſe, 
and gets but” a little Advantage of 
:it; .he-takes/ part: with the Ditealc 


| mad rears is Aſfaults, 0 he | 


y 
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he becomes . paſt Recovery ;; and 


| when . he finds himſelf in appa- 
| rent danger of Death,as the wound- 
| ed Hart runs from Thicket to Buſh, 


ſo the young man from City to 
Country, to ,try whether he can 
find any Relief, -but alas! it proves 
in Vain; his Intemperance hath 
{tuck a Dart in his Vitals, which 
cannot be taken out. Theſe are 
ſome of the Diſtempers which bring 
young men to their Death - Beds, 
where with ſorrowtul Hearts they 
are often thinking, how good it 
had been for them, if they had 
borne the YORE 1n their youtly, 

Whoredom is another Deſtructive 
Vice, which-.brings young men to 
their Graves. Thoſe that will not 


bear the YOKE and be reſtrain'd®” .} 


by the Duties of Religion ; to gra- 


tie their. Touthfu! Luſts, they pre- 


ſently. run into. the filthy - Embra- 
ces of Poylonous Wotnen. And 
then what Solomon faith of the 

| 74 G:£ ſimple. 4 
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ſimple young man, appears to be 
+ too true, Prov. 5. 9. They give 
their Teurs wnto the Cruell, that is 

to Lewd Women. And it fok 

lows ver. 11. That they mourn be- 

cauſe their Fleſh and their Bodies 

are Conſumed. Nothing will fatisfie 

ſomeyoung men, but to degenerate 
' Into Beaſts, by laying aſide all Rules, 

of Modeſty : Bur God hath put a 

Hooke in the jaws of Uncleanneſs, 
MM 'a diſeaſe which 1s only. inci= 
# dent to mankind, by which he may 
underſtand that his Maker requires. 
him to. bear a YOKE, and will 
not 'have him to Violate the Lawes 
- of Chaſtity, Some are of Opinion 
© that the filthy Diſeaſe, which now 
* © Reigns amongſt unclean Perſons, was 
- - not known 1n former days; which 
carr only argue, that menare more 
» Extravagantly 'and Unfatiably Vi- 
»: Cious now than wicked men were in 
> former times. But whether there was 
©. that Diſeaſe or no, 1 am ſure there 
Wet: & were 
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_ ways b - which young: -men 

brought Auddair: Deſtruction upto 
themſelves.” Solomon” faivh, ) Prov... 


18:19, Her Houſe inctinedh unto 
Death, and her paths unto the 'Dead'; 


None that go unto her” fetun. agam, 


neither take they bull. of the paths of 
Life, and chap. 74 Ver. Boy She 
hath caſt down many wowided, ,yea 114- 
ny ſtrong men. have been Sldin by her. 
There: are almoſt innumerable! Ex- | 
preſſions inithe Book: of Pfoverbyto 
the ſanie purpoſe. Selorow faith ane 

'young\man: mourns-4t-rhe"Laſt; wind 
well-he may 'to conſider what: he 
hath done .to-+his\Soul'and'\ Body; 
when oo pics that they truſt 
-partz; how (Js precious 'S$ | 
ned forwhichQuilt died; '4hdÞ that ' 
his Body; which thauld have -beena 
"Member of Chriſt, is' dying, becauſe - 
entry Member! a | 20g and 3 


ere orhetoways by: ws, Y 
young men, haſten hd Deaths for. | 
wW ey 3 
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want of Early Piety. Their Extra- 
yagancies- force therm'to leaye-their 
Native Country,. and by the change 
of - Meats :.and \ Clmates, their 
 names-are brought -back to their 
Relations in the Dead Book, of which 
there are inniunerable Laſtances. 
..." There: are ſome whole Lives are 


| .Loſt- by-\-thewr Pot-Valour. From 


Drunkenneſs comes Dxels, and on 
.a ſuddain-the fy muſt riſe: up. .like 
Abnerand. Jogbs young uneng 2: Sam. 
__ :24 14/34 play, . as .they did ' who 
610 canght every.onm his fellow by the head, 
a thruſt bis _— in. bis fellows 

Ie ſo tbey fell down together. They 
..only lay alittle; Gif what I: have 
_ heardiberrue)to: pray £0 God ta for- 
_ -give. themin the place where they 
arg; deſtroying; tach other. Before 


T 7 came out to fight tis probable 


F | they. were abuſing.thename of God 
5 by 7 Out — and: before 
they mock-him 


E : " W th A Prayers. 


Thus 
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'A= Thus the Devil? to whoſe Power 
ir | the: young matt-'commits his Soul, 
pe | makes- fure of it, and finds many 
1r # ways for the ſpeedy removal of it 
ir | from the Body to his place of Tor- 
:h | ments. | 
t cannot give an'account of all 
re | the paths which young 'men find 
that lead to Death, when they will 


mn 

n {| not enter at firſt zto the path o 
e | Life. I hope TI have ſaid enou 
1 
O 
!, 


ro ſhew. the Benefit of Early Piet) 

in this reſpeR,' that it doth not 

fer young men' tobe their own De- 
s Þ| ſtroyers. | 
| Irisadiſmal thing to conſider the 
folly and -tnadneſs-of 'young' mer, 
There ate none” thar” are fo'muth 
afraid todye, and they have great 
reaſon to be i, and yet there are 
none that make ſo much haſte to 
throw: yh - their! Lives, © 
When! by reaſon; 
ſtirurions,- on leſſer 4 
Perunery the! i young 
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away jim ; the- prime: of «his 
ears, :. Et it —_ happens - that 
Mer js oft ' days under the 
burden. of thoſe Diſtermpers which 
are the effects of his Vice, andear- 
ries the fad Remembrance. of- the 
want. of. Early, Piety to Jus grave. 
Z1is bones are full of the _ his 
youth, which muſt lie.down with*him 
in the duſt. Job: 20. 1+, 

.. There is:another; way by which 
EambPiecy :cqatributeth tothe health 
REF iy, nd 4hat.is, by keeping 

dquietandeheerfil,. Eyery 

one knows, that the Paſſions of the 

NR 6 great; influence upon | 

Body... If A was, hath lived: a | 
greiyoully 


ate., *P fla knows: ; 
1 FEE then! hethinks 
amen he might have been 
£21 continual! Apgyith of 
a+ Shad 


_ "- - 
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5] Mind, as Ihall have occe 

| ſhew afterwards. And if his 

the be not hardned in Wickedneſs,.-he 
uch F ean have nothing but Diſquietment 
Par-J to think what his Condition is: in 
the Þ reference to another World. Fear 
VE. hath torment, and when the Mind 
1s | is unfetled anddiſquieted, and a man 
Him is forced upon all occaſions to 
think that he is in a wrong way 
ch and hath alwayes been ſo ; it may 
ith] keep his Eyes waking, and hinder 
0g | the Nouriſhment of Fi: — It <- 
rYf is the good man whole F. 
he # at quiet, that thrives and is healths 
ons ful, becauſe he Eats bis Meat with 
Tf @ merry Heart, and drinks his Wine 
ly 8 with Chearfulveſs : A — Tacks 
4 doth gaod like'a Medicine abr 
Yj Ken Spirit drieth up the Bowes, Pro: 
1 7. 22. Where, by a broken,” Spie 
Of ritwe are not'to un 
is | tent Sinner, bur” the Inaperittent, 


of whoſe mind. is to becauſe 
7 of his miſerable- Condition.7: _ - 
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: Barly' Piety ſecures the health 
ofthe Body, as a conſequent of the 
health of the Soul. The preſerva- 
tion of Health enſues, where there 
is care to prevent the Evills which 
hurt the Soul. 
2. Farly: Piety is the beſt Secu- 
_ rity _ Poverty. Poverty is 
an Evil which men are ſo much a- 
fraid of, that many deſtroy their 
Healths for fear. of it, rothng be- 
 Yyond what their Strength and Spi- 
Tits can bear, as if they were re- 
folved to make haſt to their Graves, 


C. to ſecure themſelves from the fear 


of Poverty. | They kill themſelves 


for fear they ſhould not live. O- | 


thers. take indirect ' and wicked 
Courſes: for fear of it.. They Rob, 
and Steal; and become Beaſts of 
Prey,” by which they ruine their 
Souls: for fear of Poverty, - They 
fell themſelves ( as: 4hab did?) to 
work.wickednets, or 1 may fay, 
-they fpll their Souls for meat (Ns 
VILD TNEIF 
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their Bodies: And they: throw a» 
way . their Lives likewiſe, - by: the 
neceſary - Execution: of 'the Laws 
upon them. The fear of Poverty 
is ſo greivous, 'that'they 'adyenture _ 
the Galloawes, and will rather be 
under- a juſt fear of that, than-un- 
der an unneceſfary; fear of Want and 
Poverty, I'think it -very- pro 


| for me" to mention this»(- whic I 


ht have done under the former 
Head). becauſe the Gallowes, un 
theſe: caſes, doth alwa: p__ o—_— 
of : the want: off! Ear 
they: had accepted-'of 'Gods og eo 
there had beenao occaſion for the 
Executioners Halter. He that ſlight» 
ed- Miniſters is 'turn'd a Preacher; - 
and the Gallowes is his Pulpit, from © 
which he Preaches ta young, menz 
and Exhortes them to Bear* the 
Yoak in their Yonth, fromthe - 
Example of what he | is ſutfering for | 
want: of it. | 
Since tis Poverty thar' is a greds 
caule 


44 LyeBenefit of:. 
eauſe of: thoſe 'Evils : which ' befal 
Men, 'I may commend Early Piety 
a the beſt, Security to. keep men 

from it. - 
>1:xft, FarlyPietyisthe avcateſt En» 
ement ». of - Gods ,- providential 
and" gives) a' man; the: beſt 
Claim: to thei Promiſes of God; which 
relate: to; the good / things. of -rhis 
Life: /Fhat he with not fuffer: the Soul 
SO Righteous to famiſh. That there 
$8 0 want to them. that fear the 


| made 

ted: toimen in. the world, and ac- 
--- knowlodged\by them. If there: be 
{- _ grcrul Promiſes _ them _ are 
4 y they that. begin' foon- 
eſt have the (beſt Þ Roche ty them. 
 Herhat giveth food to. young Ravens 
- that cory | to him becauſe of. their 
©, wants, :furely will give food for 


| A men that pray to'him'and 
A thar dolighe ; in his ſervice. Beſides, 


REEP let 
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let us conſider, what thoſe yo 
ety # men are that bear the yoak, a 
en f# from whence they are deſcended. 
Are they the children of Religious 

| Parent? There is. a particular Bleſs- 
ial # ing for them. The ſeed. of :the 
eſt Righteous are bleſsed. The wicked 
ch | children of Religious: men, whoſe 
lis | ſforrowfull Parents can not- prevayl 
wi | with them to bear the yoake, ao 
re | doubtleſs fare the better for their 
'e | ſakes, | as' to. temporall favours; 
bh | How ':much: rather ' then may | the 
e f| bleſiings of this life: be expected, 
e | where the Parentsarereligious and 
* | the children likewiſe. » Are they 
e | the children of wicked Parents, 
> | ſuchras dil never bear the yoak 
* & themſelves, nor take any care-that 

their children ſhould ; thoſe certains 

ty have no cauſe to doubt of the 

bleſlings of God, becaufe they are 
. Volunteers in his ſervice. The 3 
Scripture tells us, that if the Son of © 3 


a. wicked | man ſeeth :a/ his Fas © 
W's thers 
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thong ſins which he hath done, and 
confidereth and doth not ſuch like 


E 
his \righteousneſs fhall be upon him ; 
Ezek. 1x8. 'The Prophet 1s only an- | 


e 


fwering an Objection, that the Son 
ſhould bear the iniquity of the Fa- 
ther, and therefore only. ſaith the |. 
righteouſneſs. of the Righteous ſhall. be 
wnto:him ; by which it doth appear, | 
that ſuch a Son hath a rightto the | 
Promiſes of God : But it the Pros | 
& - phet had been ſhewing the love of 
# © God to':Sohs that conſider:and do 
F not the {ins of their Fathers, we 
ſhould have had - very high ex- 
preſsions of it. Tis true that the 
_ + Promiſes which God made to good | 
men in old; time, when Sinners | 
were brought-. to Obedience by 
temporalt Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, are not to be lookt upon 
asabſolute Engaggnents, by which 
> God hath bound himſelf to make 
3 pony ood man rich in the 
| world, but- conditionall, with re- 
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ſpect to the Qualification of the 
Perſon, or the circumſtances ' of 
Times in- wiluch men live.” Every 
ood man 1s not fit to be rich: 

is temper 1s ſuch, that he would 


be apt to run into evil. And 
therefore ſome good men have been 


LTE———— 


| as thankful to God for a low eſtate,as 
| others have been for riches and Ho- 


nours. And ſometimes tis neceſsary 


| that God ſhould ſend nationall 
| Calamities which are Generall, 


by which good men may be 
brought ' low, as well as thoſe 
that are bad, and it tends greatly 
both to their goods, and the good 
of others that it ſhould be ſo. 
The young man that bears the 


| T oke, may be ſure from the Pro- 


miſes of God, that he ſhall be Rich 
and great in the World, 4f 1t be 
good . for him aud others, that he 
thould be ſo. TIX Promiſes of Tem- 
poral Bleſſings are to be look'd up- 


on as Rules of Providence, by which - * 


o& 
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all men may conclude, that to be 
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Religious is the ſurcſt way to be- 
come Rich and Proſperous in the 
World. 

2. As the young -man who bears 
the  7oke, hath the beſt Title to 
Gods Promiſes, ſo he _ likewiſe 
a Security from the proper 
ode == lA of things. n 

1. Becauſe Early Piety doth not 


"admit of the Indulgence of thoſe vi- 


ces which are expenſive, and tend 


ro mens impoverſhing. The Extra-. 


vagancies of - Youth are commonly 
the cauſe of mens continued Pover- 
ty ever after, Sometimes they con- 
found their Eſtates by thoſe excel- 
ſes, winch I have before mentioned. 
Thoſe that are gluttonous when 
they -are” young {ſpend ſo much in 


. coſtly diſhes, that if they live to be 


old ay have nothing to eat. Who 
can tell the expence of Drunken- 
neſs? Or, who can tell the num- 


' ber of thoſe who drank Wine, till 


themlelves 
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- eheitfelves' and Fatnilies were glad 
to drink Water? How many young 
Geritlemen and others are there in' 
the World, who by this Vice liave 
ruin'Þthemfſelves, till they have be- 
comme the Scorn  #nd Deriſion '(not 
only of ſober and confiderate-men, 
but) of a meaner fort of Perſohis, 
Tapſters and Drawers, who ' give 
them great reſpedt whilſt they are 
in their preſence, and thengo down 
to laugh at them, eſpecially when 
they have paid the Reckoning, How 
many thouſands of young men have 
there been and are in the World, 
who might have been 'brave - men 
if they .had been Religioufly 'and 
Vertuolly diſpoſed, who ſpend their 
Eſtates to pleaſe Fools, and quick- 
ly call themſelves fools for _ 
it. They drink away their Riches 

Liberties; Happy is the man ' at 
firſt that -can do his Work; and 
in a ſhort time happy 1s the 'man 
that can_get his Mony. The Tradef- 
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man goes with his Friend before 
him to begg his Cuſtome, and: be- 
cauſe of Drunkenneſs he 1s forced 


in a ſhort time to come with a Bai- } 


liff behind him that he may get his 


Debt: If theſe Debauchees Marry, # 
what a miſerable Wife: and Chil- # 


dren are there to be ſeen>2 The 


Eſtate is gone by which the Fami- 8 
ly was plentifully provided for, and | 
it may be the man 1s,gone too, and 
now the ſorrowful Wife -and Chil- | 


dren have only ſuch Fare as David 


ſometimes had, 7eares are their Meat | 


day and night. What Solomon 
faith is. very true Prov, 23, V 21. 


The Drunkard and the Glutton frat [ 


come to Poverty. 
Another exſpenſive yice which 


brings men to Poverty is Whore- } 


dom. Fob faith,Chap. 31. v 12. It isa 
ſid which roots out a mans Excreaſe. 
;Solomon faith, that a lewd wo- 


- man is more bitter than Death, be- 


caule of her Nets and Snares, her 
p71 1s | cunning 
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cunning ways fo catch and) entan- 
gle young men, who are not void 
of Riches, but only vozd of Under- 


| /tanding; this is more . bitter than 


Death. Death may be fweetned, and 
the thoughts of it made Pleaſant, bur 
he that hath Devoured his Living 
with Harlots, he can never think of 
it without great Butterneſs indeed. 

There . is an Ancicnt Proverb, 
As 'the Palmer Worm to the Buds 
of the Pomegranates, ſo is an. Har 
lot to a man. The Palmer-Vikorm 
comes in the Spring, when the 
Pomegranate is 1n the Bud, and 
devours it, ſo that there 1s no hopes 
of Fruit from the Tree ; . in like- 
manner the Harlot devours Men in 
their Budding years, and deſtroyes 
the hopes of their coming to good, 
Theſe three Vices bring a Famine 
tothe young man, as the Wormes: 
brought a Famine to Judah, which 
the Prophet Foel! ſpeaks of, Chap. 
I. Vers -4. That which the Palmer«, 
D Worm 
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Worm bath Jeft, hith- the Locuſt 
Eaten, and that which the Locuſt 
hath left, hath the . Canker - Worm 
Eaten, 'and. that which. the Canker- 
Worm hath 4eft, - hath the 'Catter- 
pillar "Eaten, That which Glutto- 
"ny hathleft, Drunkenneſs devours, 
for after his Diſhes of Delicious 
Meates, there muſt come Bottles of 
Brisk Wines, -and what Drunken- 
- neſs hath left, Whoredom . de- 
ours: -when they have Eaten and 
Prunk- to the full, Lutt is Enra- 
-ged, and they then Commit Adul- 
3 cnfr Aſſemble in Harlots Houſes. 
There are likewiſe very Expen- 
five Vanities, as well as Debauche- 
-,nes; by which young men are 
of .brought to Poverty ; 1 will only 
A mention two, Pride and Gaming. 
E. E-need - not tell you that Pride -15 
D - Prodigtouſly Expenſive, -and T-can- 
net tell. you how many wayes it 
*Þ, bogh wirhout doors-and-with- | 
"i 1 can better tell-why God ſut- 
fers | 
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fers i it, which ſome may wonder at, 
finceit is an Evil which-God abomt- 
nates. There 1s a great Providence 
in it, in that many Belltes are ted by 
that which Vain Perfons hang upon 
their Backs, I have heard that it was 
debated by Queen Elizabeths Council, 
whether ſumptuary Laws ſhould e> 
ther be made or put 4n execution, by 
which every one ſhould be forced te 
goin a Habit ſuitable:to/hisrank;and ' 
it was at length carried-in the Negt- 
tive, becauſe they determined, that it 
' was beſt for the Engliſh Nation that 
Fooles ſhould go as fine; as they 
pleaſe. And ' as there: are many 
that' are maintamed by -it,'{o-1t is 
a means by which Eftates-pals in- 
to the hands of thoſe, that 'know 
how to make a. better uſe of them, 
'This may be given as; an-accoiint 8 
why Godpermitsit,butIknow-of no +  Þ 
account which any: can give why - 
goth prachice 1t;6 yet to-what excels 
it fvell>-:If we could ask'vaint 
D 2:./: Pat 
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Perſons'how * much they: could be 
content to lay out-upon their backs, 
or - for gaudy Furniture .in . their . 
Houfes, they either could not.give 
an '/an{wver, or would be aſhamed 
to//do it. 'I- am. fure there is" no- 
thing more ordinary, than for Proud » 
Perſons to ruine then{elves by it, 
as if they dreſt themſelves fine 
ngainſt they ſhould run away, and 
furnifht their houſesvery ſumptuous 
ly againſt the time of their going to 
a Jayl. Thoſe that converſe with 
> Priſoners, and treat with their Cre- 
> * Mditors,may think theHoſpital of Berh- 
lehem fitter than a Prion for very 
many that come thither. T am ſure 
likewiſe, that there are a great mas. 
ny. of ſuch haughty Spirits in Per- 
Pe. fons:of an inferiour Rank, - that it 
© "may very properly. be ſaid, they 
F#aine"themſclves to be ridiculous ; 
"And it coſts them all, and:ſome- 
= times more'than they are worth, 
Þ. » /to''be ſcorn'd and hated- of all:that 
* _* know them, This 
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This expenſive Vanity isas much, 
or rather more to be charged upon 


. young Women, than upon young 


Men: 'Fhe Scripture ſpeaks parti 
cularly of the Pride of Women, be- 
cauſe it is a Folly which the weak- 
neſs of their Sex doth expoſe theny 
to, Their minds are fo {et upon it, 
that'they ſpend the greateſt part of 
their-time in. making Ornaments 
for their Bodies. The Ornament ef 
a meek-and quiet Spirit, which is.t9 
God of great Price, they do not 


value, but ſuch 7 inchling Ornaments ** © 


as the Prophet ſpeaks of, E/a 3. 18. 
which coſt their Fathers a, great 
Price. I wiſh all young Perfons 
of the Female Scx would - often 
read that Chapter,that they may ſee 
how Haughty the Daughters of Zion 
were: How they gave their minds *3 
to nothing but dreſſing, of thein- 3 
ſelves,. that they might go, abroad 
with” ſfretched-out Necks, &c. till 
the angry God undreſt them, by tae 
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king: away their Ornaments, their 
Caules, and their round Tires like 
the Moon, the Chams, and the Brace« 
lets, &e." It is worth their obſer- 
ving, how God takes an' Account 
of all their gayeties of Pride (which 
- doubtleſs they, as ours do, called 
, _ but Deeency)) the particus ' 
: ag - here ſer down in Holy 
Y Iris t would: trouble young 
bh, Women, if when they go abroad 
: = their Finery ſhould not be taken 
'. notice of; But it may trouble them 
”” much - more-to think, that God 
- takez notice of them, They think 
- they : are diſcharged when the Ex- 
© chinge-bill is paid; but it appears 
© by this | Chapter, that God who 
 Tefiſts the Proud will call them to 
-— Account, and that he hath likewiſe 
I @'Bill of Particulars. At the: z 5th. 
 werſe, they may find what an al- 
- teration' God Mort how. their 
ſweet "ſmells are turned into a Stench, 
| ſeat of <a Giralle a Rent; ani -in- 
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ftead of well-ſet Hair Baldneſs, and 
inſtead of a Stomacher | a | girding 
of Sackeloth, and Burning inſtead of 

Beauty. Thus God dealt -by rhe 

Haughty Danghters in the City of 

Teruſalem, and what can Haughty 
young Women in other: Cities and 

places expect, but that -God who 

takes notice of all their Pride (their 

very Pins are mentioned by the ” 7 
Prophet) ſhould puniſh them with % 
temporal © Judgments as he did. 
them, or leave them to the Judge» 
ment of the greatday. Their fond 3 
flattering Lovers. may - call them}. 7 
Angels, but T am fure their being . 3 
lifted up with Pride,  thewes them - 
to be like the lapſed Angels, and ;} 
they- may therefore well expe&t to -* 
fall into the Condenmation of  the-De« © © 
vl. But I mult not forget that Þ * 
am not” ſpeaking of -the Pride of 
Women,as deſtructive to their Souls, 


bue-£0- ther Purſes, which wofut 
Experictice-proves to- be very my of 
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and yet there: is little or no care 
taken to: prevent it. Pride. hath 


gotten the upper hand, it .domi- 


neers' and makes Lawes to be. ob- 


_ ſerved. ' Follow the Faſhions or go out 


, * 


- of the World, Whatever men fuf- 
© ter, money muſt be had for flant- 


- ing [Apparell and Gorgeous Attire, 
And it is no wonder if, the Chil- 
-gren plead for 'it, when they have 
rhe Example of the Aged. "The - 


tis Titus 2. 4. requires that 


Women ſhould each young 


== td be ſaber-diſcreet, &c. Burt: 
- now: the Aged. Women teach the 
— young. ones to be Proud and La- 
$7V and fomtimes the Mother 
© ſhew's. the Daughter how to. ruin 
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her. Husband. - Thus. doth Pride 
- ring Poverty, where Early. Piety 
- doth not prevent it. 4 mans Pride 


F q ; ne bring him low, Prov. 29. 23, 


\ There 1s another Expenſive Va- 
- nity 7 by - which young . Perſons 
. Some to Poteny: and that iS CX+ 
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Early Plet 
ceſsive Gaming, There are ſome. 
Games Which as they, are. not 
forbidden by God, * and / therefore 
are not unlawfull, ſo they - are 
very Pleaſant and Uſefull for the 
Recreation af young Perſons. But 
there , are a great . many, Wha 
think. there. is no . Sport. , but...ta 
undoe, or be undone. They mult 
Play at that rate which mult 
make. ſome of the Company . gg XZ 
away. with forrowfull hearts, = 
which is exceeding - toolith- - and 3 
diſingenuous, eſpecially contider.ng 
that thoſe who pradiſe it, pretend 
a Love to the Perſon with whom, © 
they Game, and a delight in their 
Socicty. : | 
But I will break o:t from this; 
that I may not forget a new- Ex» 
penſive Vanity, whuch young, men 
are., catcht Ly, and; that, is. the 
throwing away -of their” Money 
at Lotteries. Agrcat Convenience 
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do with their Money, becauſe 
©. there they. may quickly be rid'of 
© it. Tis like a Mine to ſome men, 
2 with which they are blown up 
in a moment, Thoſe that have 

the benefit of thern- may quickly 

ger great Eftates, if 'they can but 
command their . Pafsion 'fo as not 

to laugh at their Cuſtomers. 
Thoſe that throw away their mo- 

ney at Zofteries, are a fort of the 
= moſt non-ſenſicall men” in the 
© World, and Non-fence is fitteſt.to 
= deſcribe them. They are Cove- 
= tous Prodigalls, who are reſolvd 
to .try if they can be enriched 

= by that, which is maintain'd only 
*. by making- men poor. It isa Fol- 

- If ſo unaccountable, and yet ſo 
© bewitching, that every one wiſhes 
= .at firſt his friend may be aLooſer 

- by it, that he may not frequent 
> .4t to his utter undoing. Tt 1s a 
- - fooliſh Extravagancy, by which 
þ men throw away their oncary we 
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and ſome men their ' Wives and 


Children,” as. if it were indifferent 
to them, Whether they ſubſiſted © - 
or periſhed for want of Necelia- 
ries. 

Having ſhewed what brings 


young. men to Poverty, I'may in 2 


the. next place, defire rhem to:con> * 
ſider their Unhappinelſs, which is 7 
far greater than other mens, when 
Poverty comes. upon -them. Some 
are: Gods. poor, and are therefore * 
the. greateſt Objects of Pity ;. 
Sickneis or unexpected Loſſes have 


brought them to want; but Ex» * 


travagants may be called the De- 
vils. Poor. They are becomePoor, | \* 
by ſerving a Maſter who employes Wo 
his ſervants in only deſtroying themy * 71 


ſelves. They are not PooF by what © 
they have Loſt, but by what they- 


have thrown away. How deſpt- 


. cable are' ſich men, and how'uns: J 


pitied is their Poverty: He that” 
by _—_— or Drunkenneſs "i } at 


 Teft his own Parlour, can ſcarce! 

be welcome to another mans Kitch- 
en; He. is in +Jobs Condition as 
- to his Poverty, . though. not as to 
© - his Piety. or Patience. They that 
are younger than he, have. him 7» 
= dergfrox.. The Children; whoſe. Fa» 
* hers were diſdained by him, make 
* him theer Song and their by-Word, He 
> that might have been honoured by 


= the Maller,is become the ſcorn of ſer- 
> vants. When Prodigals have ſpent 
© their! Efates 1n' riotons living, they 
F - Way keep with the ſivine,becaule there 
= are no. men that care for their com- 
= pany. When, a, mans. Encreaſe. is 
# rooted.out by Lewd Women, what 
FF wilhedo tor a Subſiſtence? Solomon 
28 faith, By means of a Whorifh Woman, 
a man is brought to a piece of Bread, 
& Proy. 6.26. But'tis a queſtion, whe- 
” ther, the Whoriſh - Women,; when 
E Jhce hath:ruin'd him, will gwe him 
30 a fiece of Bread; And' it 18:4 queſli- 
£2, whether any other - with 247454 
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cel him, if they know by what means ; 
tch-jS Poverty is\come'upon him. Thoſe 


| asf} who have brought themſelves-low 
s toi by being too high (I mean by Pride 7 
that and hetneia Jade very miſerable; . 
, nf} They were hated befbre;' and now > 
Fa-$ they are deſpiſed. They. thougſtt 
ake Þ nothing was good enough for themz 
He 8 and now others think there's no« -? 
by B thing bad enough. When the proud 7 
er- | man falls, ' there are none that will 
nt Þ help him-up, 'but every one is ready 
cy | torcjoyce as at the fall of a Lucifers ® 
re | one that ſhined very: bright; asf 7 
N- he would dazzle the eyes of all Specs 2 
is tators, and 'is become (if F may fd © 
at  fay) a fallen Star- thatis. put-our; . 
ou | and ſhines no longer. Their Poverty 3 
”, | is no leſs Unpuyed, who have 3 
#, thrown away their Eſtates by: 7 
_ Games and Lotteries. © Who carypts, 2 
n ty : him that might have kept his 
A Money, and would: not? Whorean 7 


T5 


þ not 10 much as pretend tothe eras” 7 
; vivg of any Luft as others do,but he” - 7 
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#Z TE himſelf only io an ieching 
> - Folly, which noman can give any 
- account of. 
| ThusT haveſhewed what it is that 
brings mer to Poverty,” and I have 
xt themoretime upon it, becauſe 
F cannot ſpeak too much. to 
- ther deſtructive mw by 
; men are utterly ruin'd. 
: b Fromm == not-tell you, Cath 
pe prevents -all theſe, ſt 
makes men; ſober: and vigilant, by 
> which they avoid the danger” of the 
, roaring Lyon, who ſeeks to devour 
the Subſtance of men in this world, 
- 8s well as their Souls in the world to 
- come.» The Grace of God hath taught 
" they man to. live ſoberly, god- 
| Grand righteously in the world; and by 
i ' means he is otherwiſe engaged, | 
_ thantoy eild todeſtructive Vicesand 
| Toniries Where Early Piety is, the 
Iz man pleaſeth God; and there- 
he ſhall eſcape from the woman 
who is more bitter than Death, when 
b- 1 3 04 SA89  Simers 


+. . © = . 
—q,, HT ..< 4 , L . 
ESC am a 7 a5 "IS .. 
SR” XX 3444 ..4990 "PF = [ ©) Oo "> AST 
% * »- Y / Y - 


+ 3 


a 3 
% 


their' youth. Early Prety doth not 
ſuffer men to be 1ſo fooliſh, as to 
throw away their Money by Games 


and Lotteries. 1 Wiſdawe' dwell with © 


Prudence, Prov. 8. x2, We know 
very well, that young'men of thern® 
ſelves are moſt apt to be in love 
with thoſe Expenſive Follies, be- 


cauſe of the weakneſs and inad»* 7 


vertency that attend that Age, but 


= 


Early Piety (as Solomon faith Prov. 


x. 4.) gives Subtilty to the Simple, 


and to the young man Knowledg and 
Diſcretion, and that I am fure Ex» 
travagant Gameſters are void of, 
Thus 1 have ſhewed, that Early 


Piety is good againſt Poverty, astt 


. ſecures 2 man from thoſe Extrava» 
gancies, which bring Ruine and De» 
{truction, | | 


3- Early Piety is good for a mans 4 
Reputation.: It procures him great 7 
Honour, as welt as Health ny 2 
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ches. 1 might have mentioned this 
as 'a third | Reaſon, why Early, Pi- 
ety is the ſureſt way to- get Riches, 


A becauſe it gives the young man 


Credit in the World : Every one is 


: - Willing to-trade with him, becauſe 
F they; ſee thar. he begins right, and 
- AS like to be a great man in thz 


World; and-;they delight to deal 
with him who are&Ingenuous, be- 


EA cauſe 'tis pleaſant to. ſee a, hopeful 
= young. man thrive. and . proſper. 


Thoſe young men: that are Viciqus, 


- willchoole rather to trade with him, 


than. 'with thoſe that are their.Com- 
panions. They may think. it ſtrange 
that' he .doth not ran with them. ins 


= to: the ſame Exceſs.of. Riot ; ut their 
- Conſciences will not fufter them to 
= think, that it 1s il] io hun,or blame- 
 wortlty, Whenthe Vicious young 
=” man fees how he that is Vertuous 


chnes. his. ways, .he- cannot but 
mk with himfelt, how. happy; he 
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'Early Piety,” 55, | 
*be a Man when I shall be 'a Beg- 
*gar. He will be in great repute 
es, | © when: I hall be in @& Jay.» -He © 2 
an Þf ſaith concerning him: in; the+ Lane» ; 
is | guage of Fohn the Baptiſt, He muſt 7 
iſe | Encreaſe, but I muſt Decreaſe, It 18 
nd | very remarkable, how the Debaucht - 
h2 | young man eſteems of him» that! 1s 
al | Sober, howeverhe is baſely Enſlaved - . - 
c> | to & contrary Humour; And..how” 
1l ÞF the Pious& ſober young man abhorg:7 
r. | the why of him that 1s ha yes 4 
5, | Their Judgments meet, and- agreez - > 
1, | though ther Practices cannot. Lhey . * 
- | both know, -that- Piety promotes 
men, and-that it brings them t0- He 

wour. Prov. 4.8. 3 


. But Iam loath it ſhould-ibe 2 
thought chat Early Piety doth 'on» 3 
ly give men Credit in a Shop, or” - 
upon the Exchange : It being of a * 
tar larger Extent. A  Pious; 'and _. 
| Vertuous. young Man ,is Valued 7 
and Delighted in by all that know + 


we 
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him. He is onhby an Accidental Oc-þ 
cafion of Sorrow to them, that are 
related © to: young, Perfons that re- 
fuſe the Toke, and live Vicious and 
Diffolute Lives. Men of Honour 
and Reputation will take ſpecial | 
notice of ſuch as are Vertuous, 
when it may be they paſs by  o- 
thers who have more Riches, 
_ .cabſe they know that Vertue is 
== more to be Valued, ' and moſt of 
- all is a young: man. When Da- 
_ wif went out to fight againſt the 
at Golzah, Saul was mightily 
inquiſitive concerning him ' becauſe 
he -was- ſo- young, 1 Sam: 17. 55. 
56. He ſaid to Abner, whoſe Sou 
is this. youth? And becauſe Abner 
could not-tell him, he was unfatis- 
fied [and aid, Enquire whoſe Son 
this. Stripling. is. Where Vertue is 
diſcovered in thoſe that are young, 
-- iri-brings great - Honour" both ro 
> themſelves, and. likewiſe- to their 
-- Parents That Woman who brought 


Db 22 hula. ate... 
' | , , ; .'S _ I ; _ bh c iN 


o Is] JHA 
_— >. 
þ 0, 
E - 


as = L, Sa 
p #8 »% -\ - o 
Me ons Rs Bo 
: EF. ck 
. 


= 

þ 

/ - 

+ 6 

* - L 
p| X 


forth 


E " ; 
\ = -F . 


25 more to be honoured than 


t re- Shhe that had only her Houſe well 


and 
wour | © Early Piety 4s ſo highly Valued, 


*cial 


furniſhed. 


hat we cannot imagine, how any 
ſthauld paſs by a Vertuous young 


Iman, but either he muſt ſhew out- 


ward Refpe&t to him, or at leaſt 


have a great Efteem for him in ,, 


his thoughts. 


If Parents fee him, eſpecially ſuch 


as have® bad Children, they can» 
dt but fay in their Hearts, asthe 
Woman (who- poflibly might” be 


- Jan unhappy Mother) faid to our 


Saviour, Luke 11. 28. Bleſſed is the 
Womb- that bare thee, and the Paps 
which thou haſt ſacked, Other Chit 
dren do oft-times become a dread- 
ful. torment to their Parents. They 
expected their Children ſhould ” te 
their greateſt Comforts, and -they 
prove their greateſt Croſles, 'The. 


| Children deprive (ther Parents of 7 
| | their. --; 
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their Beings, from whom they hadf 


their own. Vice and Wickednels 
bereaves the Father-of his Son, -0 
at leaſt of all Comfort from him 


| 
{ 


and-' that ' brings His gray Haires 


. with orrow to the Grave, and ſome 
. timgs- doth nor ſuffer him to liv 
fo-long. The | Mother | endured 
dreadful Pain that her Womb might 
be delivered of him,: and- She- foon 
+ forgat her Pain, for joy-that a man 
was born into the World. But he is 


®””. now becomeateavireſs to her heart 


which ſhe cannot. forget, or be de 
livered from. He was the delight 


» of her Eye, but is become a Thor 


in. it : A cruel Nero that deſtroyes 
his own Mother, and puts her to a 
lingering - Death, by adding more 
Ang- more- grief to her every day, 


- till the can hold out no longer. The 


Soultanians in one reſpedt, arc 
more kind. to their Aged Parents, 
by expoſing them to fuddain Death, 


»which they do in-pity to- them. 
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That Child' who is a Son or a 
Daughter of Belza/, who is with- 
out Toke, is a Grief to the” Father, 
and a Bitterneſs to her that bare 
airefithem': | Such Bitterneſs as takes as 
ome4way the Sweetneſs of their Enjoy- 
livements in this World, and at length 
luredg Life it felf The Lives of Parents 
lightJ are too often bound wp in the Wel- 
foo fare of their Children, and theres 
mani fore when they Miſcarry *and” be» 
he is come' Vicious, the Parent dyes. But * 
eart,l a young Man that” is Religiouſly 
e del diſpoſed, is the-Joy and Comfort 
light] of his Parents. 7he Father. of the 
hornf} Righteous ſhall' greatly Rejoyce, "and 
oyes] he that begetteth a Wiſe Child ſhall 
to aff have Foy of him. Thy Father and 
noreſ thy Mother ſhall be Glad, and ſhe 
Uay,Þ that bare ' thee ſhall Rejoyce, Prov, 
Theſj 23425../The: Father! hath a-angle 
arch Joy; aac it is/very great; but-rhe. 
nts, [Tender | Mother! hatly double Joy" 
atl, 7hy Mother ſhalt be: Glad, and ſhe that 
bate thee 1 ſhall Rejoyee. The: wo” 4 
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teſt-danger -that ſuch [Parents are 
in, is, kalt they ſhould; Love their 
- Fatthly. Son. fo well, as to forget 
their Heavenly Father, which they 
muſt have a careof, Other -Chil- 
©  dretr are oft»times fo Unnatural, as 
to Deſpiſe their * Parents when Ape 
- comes, inſomuch that they care 
= not. for ſeeing of them, nor do they 
© regard what they fay to:them. S0- 
- Lomon faith;  Prov."23. 22; Fearken 
g” 'tothy Father that Begat thee, and 
Deſtiſe not thy Mother /when ſhe 7s 
01d; which ſuppoleth,that there are 
ſich Undutifil and Unnatnral Chil- 
-  Uren, that | can Slight their» Parents 
> moſt, when. rhereis rhe-greateſt.Re- 
verence.\due to them. Sornetimes 
it happetiythat the Poverty. of Aged 
Parents 15 the cauſe of therr wicked 


* \ Children defpiſmgaf them, and it 
* a armenrdcakoy wasoccafoned, 


[by theirtoo-great kindneſs tothem, 
har” cheie'Abilicy could | 
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great. Indulgence, they are- forced 
to becomeBepgpars'totheir Children 
and. cannot get an Almes of them”: 
But 'Grief and Poverty, whuch their 
Children would not. prevent, puts 
an end” to their ſorrowful days; 
And when they are"Dead, it may 
well be expe&ed, that the 'Conditt- 
on of thoſe Children ſhould be mis 
{crable ever after. They have ofts _. 
times Curſe upon Curſe, and would #7 
give ten-thouſand Worlds that the 3x 
had their Parents again to nourt 
and ſupport, whom they cannot 
now ſo much as ask forgiveneſs. -If 
they are Parents'themictves, every 
Croſs which they have from 'rhear 
own Children, raifeth the Ghoſt -of 
their own Father or Mother,or. both, 
to walk in their Conſciences to theis. 
unſpeakable Grief and 'Ferrour;But 
a 'Son "ther bears 'the Toke, Thedrs 
hens to his Father, and thews great 
Reverence to his Mother,” when they  * 
| are 01d. Religious Sons-and-Daughe > 
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ters arelike Facobs Children, taking 
care for Proviſion for their Poor A- 
ged Father, and if need be for the 

- Whole Family; and when he dies 
they ſhew their Honour and Obe- 
dience to him upon his Death-Bed, 
liſtning to the words of his dying 
Lipps, as Facobs Children did : Net- 
ther does their Love end there, but 
-- they Mourn and Lament for him. 
"iis Joſeph who was -become a Lord, 
= Fell upon his poor dead Fathers face, 
and wept upon him, and Kiſſed him ; 
And commanded his Servants the 
Phyfictans to Embalme him, and gave 
him a very Honourable Burial, Re- 
ligion doth not ſuffer Children to 

-- Deſpiſe their Parents, whatever- be- 
_ fallsthem, butto Honour theni; and 
An-{ doing they procure great Ho- 
'nour+to themſelves. - As Foſeph is 
and-will be Renowned to the end 


, tyto- his: Parent ; fo thoſe Children 
that follow ſuch Examples, are Be- 
_y | loved 
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beloved, - and' honoured 'whilſt they 
live, and their. memories after they 
are dead, ſo = as there is any 
mention made of them. 

Thus 1 have ſhewed that Early 
Piety brings Honour,and Reputation 
to thoſe that are in the relation of 
Children, and 1 hopeif I have ſeem» 
ed todigrels, by ſhewing the necef- 
ſity of Obedience to Parents, as 
well as the Reputation of it,which 


1s the thing I propounded, the Ulſe- 


fulneſs of it wall excuſe me. 

If the young man that beares the 
Toke be in the Relation of a Set- « 
vant, he has likewife a very great 
Eſteem. In this Age Maſters and 
Miſtriſles complain, that Servants 


'are the Plague of the Nation ; that 


they are like Pharaoh's Caterpullars, 
that come to them only to-eat up 
Pleaſant things, or like the Frogs 


| that make an ugly noiſe in the! 


howſe but do no Work. And that 
which makes their caſe to be worſt of 
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vill be: at'-an-end,: betalſe: there 
-are ſich-fyarms both "in 'Gity and 

untry. . Some *Servants--are 1ſe- 
-Cret! Fhieves ;and (Robbers ;' their 
+Maſtersare raind,:and they know 
2not: by -whom::. And- they are (to 
-be-fure the worlt' fort .of -Robbers. 


:Other-Thieves run away,but theſe 


Kay-to+be maintaind,-and»to have 
Meat, -Drink,''-and Money. Some 
:Servarits 'are 10 | Vicious and: Pro- 
fanc, that-\they quickly infe&-- the 


-Whole houſe';-the Maſter had need 


Amt up his Children; - and other 
-Maſters are afraid 'their Children 
and Servants ſhould be infected like- 
-wife. Complaints are 10 grear, that 


-there-i5/no/quletneſs till rhe Servant | 
he! gone, and I need -not - tell you 


ghar» he carries a rlaſking- Diſgrace 


-&th chim' tO; tall-znto the gang 'of 
Het Ehieves;'as make, haſte $9/ehe 


Vertuous 


Gallows.” How: tightly then mulſta 
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'Vertuous Servant: needs 'be valued, 
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long as he hath aFoſephin it, -who 


At- may be good Counſel and .Ad- 


F him as Labas ſaid to his Servant Fa- 


75 


The/Maſter - is like Potiphar, who 
needs -not - trouble himfelf ſo'much 
as/to know WMhat-is inhis houſe, {0 


is Faithful and Diligent. Sucha. Ser» 
vant isa great Bleſſing tothe Family, 
The 'Matter and Multriſs areenrich- 
ed, .the Children -and- the -other 
Servants havea good-Example, and **2 


vice.too, wiuch they are the mare 
apt.to liſten to, -becauſe it ts rare, 
and ſeldom heard from a. Ser« 
vant.' How loath is the Maſter to 
part with ſuch a- Servant; when 
his time iSexpir d,he isready tofay to 


cob, Gen. 30. 27. T7 pray thee, if 1 
bave feud Favour in ;hiny Bye 1 
ry ;\ for * have Learned: by Experi- 
ence nA the Lord we: fed me 
for: thy fake. © He is fol to part 
with him, that if he hath a Daugh- 
ter fit to-:be given in- Marriage, he. | 


- 44h 


ig = "The Benefibof 
| doth: not think he can give her too 
cgreat-a Portion with him, of whoſe 
"Early Piety to God, and therefore 
Faithfulneſs to him, he hath had { 
much Experience :: He is therefore 
Very. -willing there ſhould be « 
.Cchange of Relation to him, anc 
- -that he-who hath been a Faithfi 
©. Servant, ſhould in this ſenſe becom 
E223: bis Son at the laſt. The Eſteem an 
Reputation , that a Vertuous Ser 
vant hath, is not to be expreſt, nc 
the ſeveral Advantages which 
.-hath. 

If the -young man hath a-mc 
Liberal. Education, and be one wh 
.is diſpoſed to the attainment « 
Learning, his Induſtry and Ingen 
oe 45 i preſent diſperſed from t 
His Maſter accounts hit 
ts Hog and —_—_— and | 
Example 4s 2 \{pur t9:;other Cl 
dren, whoſe . Parents are theret 
made glad. When he is | aumitr: 


_ «dn the Univerſity, he quickly gai 
7 IN 37 S; 7 ; [; 


» 7 o--@ Doo qa Wi LK Vn Xx R9Vtm—<£<. L@ cc <a _ &c< 


—_— a 


Mt HL, 


—_ - i ok. 


in a ſhort time the whole Univetfity 
hearing of his Fame do preſently 


I defire to know+»his Face, that they 


may. Honour him whereſoever they* 


J ſee him; and much more, becaule 
J it is not often that - he 


goes abroad. 
When he hath Commenc'd; he hath 
commonly choice of Preferments.- 


{ The Country thinks long for him, * 
and the Univerſity 1s loath to part. 
with him : But wherefoever- he is” - 


A good Name keeps lum Compa=» 
ny. | 
It-may not - be altogether -ime- 


proper for me, 'to ſpeak of thoſe" 


Vertuous young. men who are Ho»*' 


nourably* deſcended. Great -Fami-: 
lies are commonly Ruin'd or Sup»: 
ported, by the Vice or Vertue of 
one-*young Gentleman of Honou-- 
rable Birth. Inſomuch that it ' is 
great pitty, there is not fome. fe-' 
vere Law, - by - which thoſe De- 
bauchrt Miſereants,who have-ruined* 
7] E 3 them» 
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themſelves, - ſhould be- kept- from 
coming neer, I.- had - almoſt faid, 
from breathing-in-the 'Air where 


are, Born and Educated. Who can 
expreſs the- Miſchief that is-done 
. by :one young. man who is Noble 
Cat as the Rereans were; A. 1 7. 
I1..1n that, they received. the-aword 
with all zeadineſs of mind; and ſear- 
ched the Scriptures dajly,bur only:)by 
(cent. from his Earthly Parents 2 
- Drunkenneſs? what Whore- 


+. ſuch a, Perſon'ſometimes be guilty 
by of, till his” Eſtate and Femi y be 
- rund,, by, the Expence of com- 
” mitting Wickedneſs - What - Devils 
in the ſhape. of men, and- in- his Li- 

ty. arethe Servants of ſuch a one ? 


ro 


the Children of perſons-of Honour | 


EE dorhs ? nay, what Murders will not 


- nage- of many: Eeeleſ! 


" 


to -the- Towns Yound' about, when * 
{xch +2 great” Perſon goes/ to his! 
Country: Seat ?/ How difmally are: 
honeſt men afraid: for their Sons 
and/'for- their- Daughters,.. tor , fear; 
that,'/Drunkennefs | ſhould | defiroy» 
the (Ong, and/Whoredom 'the other; 2! 
How: tmany-' poor-' Tradelmon :-are; 
ruined! Sorkarid- Body, :by_theins: 
temperance Which- they: ſcarcely; 
knew-how-to-- avoid? The: Kinds 
neſs- of !fortifly.- Servants. : do. ofieds: 
make ſorrowful Widdows,/and Fae; 
therleG6:Chitdrem There isa fired: 
rer Miſchief” than-all:itheſe.! Sucks 
perſons have commonly the: Patton 
cabi/Protaos. 
rions/and thi thavmeans:the Chairgh) 
is: nfefte& with: ſtabs NManiſkers,/ as: 
are only-fit to make” Athieſts, -and- 
not Proſelytes to Religion: Sucha&” 
may offend/ 'God"as'mich-as they 
pleaſe; and” caſt: Contempt ; upony 
Religion, {o'thiey tYoinat offend 'Or: 
6 their- gen 70 | 


The Devil may well be called a 
Prince, ! when fach | great men do 
him homage, andiby all waies ad- 
vance his Kingdom. In. the mean 
while, what Reproach aud Diſhon- 
our doth fuch a Perſon bring {upon 
himſelf and -Family? What Hypo- 
crites ''doth 'he make men, -1n that 
they ſhew'refpedtito him as if they 
- Joved him, when they have a ſe- 
cret loathing of him in-their Hearts ? 
How .do they. wellcome- ,his Ap- 
proach:when it may , be they-, are 
afraid of him, as of a devouring Ly- 
on,'and; are. never: at quiet till he 
and” his lewd Retinue- are gone. 
And whew he dies, | his -Greataeſs 
farv'd! for no other. end; | but-;.to 
makehis memory ſtink aboye.-the 


--* earth, and men rejoyce that he is| 


- OE under tt. 

TFT —Alltheſe Miſcheifs, and the Re- 
' _ proach whuch is) the concomitant 

and conſequent \ of them, are. tor 

want of Early-Piety in thoſe of;ho- 


*  norable Deſcent. _ 
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da But on the other hand, where ſach\ 
dofta Perſon hath a Religious Eduea-> 


tion and takes it; Who can ex- 
preſs the Honour - and © Renown 
that he hath? His Relations re- 
joyce more in him, than in all the 
po- | whole Familybeſides. His Early Pie- 
zatÞ*F ſpreads abroad, and is as a ſweet 
ey Perfume. His name is as-precious | 
ſe-JOyntment.” He' is ſoon admitted - 
ts>F into the favour of his Prince; and © 
\p- || places of great Truſt are conferr'd 
ref upon him. The Church is ads 
y-| vancd by him, for none but men 
be of worth receive” Preferments 
ne, | from him. He is the- Admiration 
eſs of all the Worthy Gentry, and 
tof] their diſcourſe upon all - occaſions 
he f ſpreads his- Fame.  And"for "the. - 
is 4 Common ſort, they are in danger 
of committing Idolatry,” by giving 
e-|| greater honour to. him than «is- due 
nt.f to a Created! Being.) 'They ſay to 
him as the Queen of Sheha faid to 
Solomon, 'Happy are thy men, and 


IF happy 
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happy are , thy Servants that ſtand 
before thee ; and glad they are if 
they can , obtain. the. Honour, to 
haye their Sons or Daughters ad- 
mitted to wait upon- him : How 
much more happy is that Family, 
to. which' by Marriage he: becomes 
related> There ate ſome inſtances 
in this Age; and have been in for- 
mer; of one young man Honoura- 
bly deſcended, whoſe Early Piery 
and Yertze, have repaird the Ru- 
* lies Which have been made in his 
Family for want of it; and what 
laſting Reputation muſt this be 
to his Name and Memory ? 


Thus I have endeavoured to ſhew, 
that Eurly Piety is good for a man, 
m reference to all thoſe preſent Ad- 
vantages, which men are greedy of 
mths Life. It is the beſt Secnrity 
that any one can have of jHealth; 
Riches,arid Honours. But all theſe are 
little things in compariſon of othet 
| Bene- 
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What -if the y man lho 
ver, enjQy; a —_ Healrh E 
lives:in, this World 2 What, if he 
ſhould, as it, is  faid, in Jab, 
Chaſtned with pain' upon. his beda 
his days, and- the multitude of bis * 
bones with ftroug Pain;yet this 15 NO= 
thing in compariſon of the inward. / 
Joy and pleaſure of a Religious Mind; '- 
and it is leſs than nothing: in coms 4, 
pariſon of the . Eternal Joy and 
Happineſs of another State. What * 
if he ſhould be a, poor. Lazarus ' © 
all hisdays, yet he is Rich in Faith; - . 7 


he: .is' Rich towards God ; and there: *" 


fore as our Saviour ſaith, T7 have 
meat. to eat which . you Know-not of ; 
ſo he hath an Eſtate to live upon 
which _others\know. not , of, that - 
whieh- (though, it -doth. not bring 
in-: great plcaty of Proviſion, yet 


maketh the Bagel Fare,to be {weet 
anc 


g 
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Thanksgiving, What if he 
reproacht and lighted in the World, 
yr he is honoured of God-: It is 

as if a great Courtier, who 1s in 
Favour with his Prince, ſhould be 
ſcorn'd by a mean man that doth 
not know him. 

If the worth ofa young man that 
bears the Toke, how Gloriows he is 
- within,and how heis beloved of God, 
*-., could be known ; he would be Ho- 
noured above all others in the world, 
as one that is in the higheſt form 
of Chriſtianity, and one of the 
greateſt Proficients in it. If all theſe 
Afﬀictions” befall a man that fear- 
'ed God betimes, yet his Early 'Pie- 
*y is not the Cauſe of them; bur it 
152 meinsto make him patient un- 


—_—_ 


i . der them. Or if we could ſuppoſe 


that outward troubles ſhould be the 
conſequent of Early Prety, as it was 
inthe time of the Churches perſe- 
cution, yet this never made any.lay 
6 | # | that 


L — 


that it had been better for them, 
if they had not begun to be Religi- 
1d, | ous ſo foon, but had ſtay'd longer 
is 4 in hopes thar the trouble and muſe- 

nf ry that followed it, would have 
be | beenat anend. The Joy and Com- 
th fort that Early: Piety brings to the 
mind, will appear ſomewhat more 

at | at large under another head of dif 
is # courſe, 1 ſhall therefore proceed to 

d; # ſhew the Advantages which young 
o- | men have by:bearing the Toke, in 
d, | reference to their Spiritual Cons 
m F cerns. : 
1C [. It is good to prevent Atheiſin, 


ſe # or Imay fay, it is the belt "Anti>» 


r- | dote againſt that Poyſon ; the beſt 
a 8 Preſervative from that thort-liv'd 
it } Folly and Madnefs. It muſt needs 
»- |. be very ſtrange to all conliderate 
e # men, that there ſhould be an A- 
thieſt;; and eſpecially where the 
Goſpel is preached, by which Life 
and Immortality is. brought to light, 


4. 
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C Hghomet himſelf That | he was 


they wholive'in thofe days after 
the-Son, of David is come into the 
World, and fulfilled the prophecies 
which . were concerning him. We 
wonder at the Fews, that they.own 
not Chriſt tb'be- the Meſfas, ſince 
he came at” that time when their 
Forefathers faid, Art thou he, or ſhall 
we look for awther> And there hath 
bend no other, although 'Sixteen- 

widred years are paſt and gone. 

How much more are 'they- to be 
wondred at, who neither believe 


” the Old Teſtament nor the New. 
| Men of other Regions believe ſo 


much of the Goſpel, as'to be con- 
vinc'd that there is a God, although 
they had no other evidence; The 
Mahometans believe that Chrift was 
in the World, and that he was a 
reat Prophet ſent from God, and 
rae | Miracles than any 0- 
ther Prophet ; not excepting their 


born 


time There is no God, whar.fook are. 
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> | born of a Virgin, who: they: fay 
- | conceived, him>by the ſmell of a- 
n Roſe: That Mahomet was the Com» 
: | forter whom he promuſed: ſhould: 
> | come into the World: - They: bow 


+ | at the Name off Jeſus. ' The: hte 
> | Ambailador from: Avrocto ſeeing a/ 
- | Picture made: to Reprefent:oar Sa») 
7 | viour, bowed: to the ground, that” 
| | he might ſhew the Reverence he 
- | had for him, as being a great Pro»: 
p phet. | 
, The Fews acknowledg thar Chriſt 
| was in the World, and'rhat he had 
power from God: to do Miracles; 
till he called himſelf the Son of 
God. And yet in our dayes there 
are: ſome brought up in the 'Chri= 
ftian Religion, who are ſo incons 
{iderative of the arguments of Chri= 
ſtianity, as to deny that there is 
a , or. another Life after this; 
of which L cannot give” or /imas 
gine 2-greater Cauſe, than'the want 
of Early. Piety. I cannot _—_ 
t | 
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that any. . man can be an Atheiſt 
who heartily embraced Rel:gion 
when he was young. . Atheiſm is 
not more the Cauſe of wickednels, 
than it is the Effect of it. Nay it 
15 not ſo proper to ſay, that men 
are Wicked becauſe they are A- 
theiſts, as to fay that they are A- 


E-- theiſts becauſe they are, and have 


been wicked, They have made 

themſelves liable to eternal punuh- 
- ment if there be a God, and there- 
fore they endeavour to ſupport 
themſelvesas well as they can, with 

a Beliet that there is. none, and that 
they ſhall dye like Beaſts as they 
hved; I know. very well, that A- 
theiſm is the Caule of the moſt no- 
torious wickedneſs; for when men 
havethrown off the Belief of a God, 
what lewdneſs will they ,not be 
guilty of 2. But. it. is not the Origi» 
nal: .cauſey. It 1s hard to conceive, 
> thatyoung mencan ar firſt{p deſpiſe 
'% the natural - dread of God thiat is 
F, 7 hn in 
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- than ab firlt they intended, then they 
' think it becomes their concern: to 


4 


in the minds of all that come in» 
to the World ; or can think that 
all that they hear from the beſt 
men, and from moſt of them that 
are bad, hath nothing at all in it ; 
but they think it time enough: to' 
ſerve God, ſince there is hopes: of: 
being accepted of him at any time 
upon Repentance, and that in the 
mean time Religion is a Toke of; 
Reſtraint totheir youthtul Luſts and 
Pleaſures, to wiuciu thei corrupt 
Natures do exccedingly incline 
them. And atter they have cons 
tracted Guilt and Fear by thoſe vain 
hopes, and by degrees heave been 
guilty of greater contempt of God 


be in the torlorn hope of thoſe who 
lay There is no God, Ido not think: 
there ever was an - Athieſt who 
was Religious when he was young, 
It.is n6t to be conceived, that thoſe 
who ſayour the things of God 7 
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firſt, ſhould*afterwards queſtion-the 
foundation:of all Religion, 1 know 
there have: been" ſome;,- who--by* 
ſtrong//Temptations and! il Exam-- 
es have Forſaken. thein. firſt Love,&t 
y: degrees-have: become looſe- and. 
then-wieked in-their Practices, -but- 


ſtill-theys: did not doabt of the; Be- 


+ tag. off a: God; but only-hoped for 
awafter»Reconciliation. 'Therewas 
not:many -years- ſince a- remarka- 
ble Inſtancefof one who: was exe- 
cutedi'for Robbery,” and I am/the 
more willing to mention it,, beeauſe 
irt:may 34 to the good of young 
. men, to their being more-carefulro 


bear the 7oke-and-not toleave it- off. 


He- ſaid that- when he was your 
he had avery. great reliſh of Reh- 
gion; that he, went to- the houſe 


of God''with Gladneſs, and heard: 


the Word of 'God: with Delight: 
That Religion had | ſuch an influ- 
ence. upon his mind, that . he was 

to commit a ſecret ſin; or-to 
negie<t 
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neglect: his* ſecret! Devotion ©: Buts 
yet afterwards he\became Idle-and 
Remiſs: by reaſon» of ill} Examples: 
That he had ctoo mucty delight'in 
Gaming;: which occaſioned. the 
tols of his Money, and that for! 
his\ſ\upply : of that, he 'betook 'hims- 
ſelf toithe- Z7g/way.; but aftorhes 
camo into' Priton and expedted' his” 
Execution; he: was. {o far from be» 
ing 'an Athieft,. that for -theſpace 
of ' fourteen: days and nights, he- 
thought his Soul endured the Tor» 
ments of Hell. His former "regard 
to Religion was ſo quick -and*hves+ 
ly-inr his mind,. that he remembred- 
the paſſages in-Sermons which affect» 
edhim,. and the very place and. pof-> 
ture that he was in! at that/rime,!_ 
though (1 think) above twenty* 
years'/hadpaſled: ; and: likewiſ6how 
careful:he: was of his mind' in 16+: 
cret.. That atter'this he: ſhould for- 
lake: God; was the Torment of his” 
Soul, [but he could never nay 
| E 
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the leaſt doubt of the departing of: 
his Soul to -an Eternal State. Af- 
ter the fourteen 'days were fpent in 
ſtrong Cries/ to God to have mercy 
n him, it pleaſed God to reſtore 
to him the Foy of Sa/vation, and there 
was- {rout hopes, that he was Re- 
newed again by-the Spirzt. of God, 
and died in a fate and happy con»: | 
* dition. If it had not been ior the: 
Senſe which he had of Religion in 
. his youth, 'tis poſſible that he 


Ee: might have made Atheiſm his pi- 


. tiful_ Refuge: And 1 can but ſay tis 
poſſible, tor by what I have obſer- 
' ved by converſe with condemned 
Malefactors, I have reaſon to con- 
clue, rhat there are very few, if a- 
nyz-that die Atheiſts, howſoever they 
lived. | 
That Early Piety is good to prevent 
Atheiſm, ſhould be of great force 
to perſwade the young man to bear 
the Joke: Eſpecially contidering 
that he lives-in-a-vicious and .de-. 
baucht 


baucht Age, in which he is in great 
danger'ot it. Atheiſm is very dread- 


-ful, 1f- we conſider what Evil the 


Atheiſt defires to others, as well as 
that which he brings upon himſelf; 
and: all for the ſake of his uneaſy; 


:tormenting Luſts and Pleaſtres. He 


that wiſhes the Sun were thrown 


out of the Firmament, that the 


earth were thrown into the Sea, 
and all the World were in a Flame, 
doth not wiſh ſo much hurt, as he 
that wiſhes there were no God, He 
hopes that all who'like David have 
meditated on the Works of God, that 
have delighted in his word, to obey 
the commands of it,and have comfors 
ted themſelves by 4 behet of the pro» 
miſes of it, wall be cheated; and 
that the Scriptures which men 


ſo much reverence, are nothing but 
lies and falſhood. Inſhort, he hopes 


'that all the Martyrs, 'and all others 


who died in the -Faith, were' fools ; 


and that all who deny themſelves. 


any 
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any, pleaſures;.and regard any thingl-f 
-of Religion,are guilty of Folly and y 
-.Madnels; | and that he 1s : the only-r 
.wile., man who begins ſooneſt «0 [ 
be vicious, . and continues fo-till the fly 
\ 
g 
1 
| 
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laſt: /Lhat it .is: theexcellency 1 © 
@ man .to; live and -dye' hike a 
Beaſt. 

:, L would have the young man 
to conlider, likewiſe, what a dread- 
Ful condition, Atherſm brings :men 
-knto. - Atheiſts ay; that: Rehgion is 

a Cheat, but.Atheifm is the great- 

eſt! of all Cheats, and leaves-men 
. 40, 2 fearful condition. If men ; thar 
. have practiſed! Religion, ſhould ſo 
often. when'they, are dying. declare, 

- that they .chink there .is-:no: God, 
> | (which I never: heard: from -any) 
-  -and that they have. loſt their hopes; 
-_ + a$.thoſe..who have  lyed Atheiſts 
|” hen they dyg; declare that: they 
| bgleve. 2:God,,end/ are: afraid of 
. him y Atheilts. nught havecſom- 
what to, lay for themiglyes. 1imuſt 
CON» 
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confeſs, --that when I | haveovifieed 
els perſons, whoſe. lives have' been 
-vicious- arid debaucht, I have-exa- 
-mined - them + concerning. the*:firſt 
principle of Religion, '-and+whether 
they -thought there--was . a> God, 
when -they -were guilty / of *baſe 
and wicked iactions ; but. I never 
met with' any but were veryſen- 
anſſible-of a, ſoul that [muſt "depart 
1d-$ when: the body dies: +And-rhere- 
en Efore inftead-:of- ſpending-any time 
15 Yin Urging the force of » Arguments 
at- Ewhich prove a God, they haveear- 
en Eneſtly. defired that I ſhould: ſpend 
ut Simy timewwith them in earneft/Prays 
{ſo Bers-to: God tor them, :;and i in /di- 
re, trecing them: what they: thould'do 
xd, Ethatthey might be ſaved, who-had 
done 40: nhuch ro deſtroy their own 
fouls; that they-liad - little: hopes of 
Wo Vation, | 
. {There was ona.very\remarkable 
mſtance-& 4-Perſoh [who faid*he 
had-been:-an>wAtheiſt . ( alchough 
-\2orbs.X pare 
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part -of what he faid was inco 
ſiſtent with Atheiſm ) for ſomg' 
time, whom I viſited upon hig* 
Death-Bed, whoſe words I will (ag 
well as my memory ſerves me )relaty* 
to you ; *T have been (faid he) ond 
« of the wickedeſt men in the World 
« for Drunkenneſs and WhoredomY}] 
*and Swearing, and ail that wag; 
* naught. - I did for ſome time be$j} 
« heve. that there was no God. fi 
* thought there was no Hell, bug] 
** the torment of a mans Conſciency ( 
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* when he did a baſe ation, whict 
*I continually felt the'pain of: A 
* terwards as I was paſſing by tl 
.* Church.upon the Lordsday in m 
& *way toa Whore-Houſe, I faw thi 
- __* Church was crowded, and1I had 
»,<delire to look in -and fee wh 
*** Preacht.The Miniſter was Preach 
"ing upon-that Text, The fool hat 
* ſatd in \his heart, there is no God 
*and ſhewed ſo much the Folly 4 

as wel as the Unreaſonableneſs of * 

; Atheiſn 
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« Atheiſm that I could not but ſtay 
A© and I was then convinc'd of my 
* miſtake, though F took. no care 
wF* to live accordingly. I am ſure 
«* now that there is a Hell after this 
A<Life, and I am ſure I cannot a» 
*void it. When he told me that 
he had ſo much Torment in his. 
Y-mind, -that he accounted it to be a 
I Hell in this Life; I asked him, whe- 
ther that Torment did not make 
Thim afraid to continue a Vitious 
J Courſe, and whether it did not ſome 
times cauſe him to avoid the occa> 
ſions of wickedneſs, ſince it left 
J fach a ſting in his conſcience? to 
x which he replyed, I ſcarce ever 
g © ſhund any wickedneſs becauſe of 
*it, but ſometimes when I have $ 
«been going to Whore-houſes, FY 4 
* have had ſo much torment. wm” * 
*my Conſcience, that I have, in : 
*the way thither, gone backward = 
and forward ſeveral times, think- 
*1ng with my ſelf, that if 1 went 
F 


c& 
bay 
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-*on, it would utterly ruin me? 


- Getnels. 
< was more than 'm 
and that I reſiſte 


Repentance : 


-heloſt no. time, but continued Pray- 


< md yet the Devil for the moſt 


- Epart prevailed with me'1o, 'that 


*®T did go on and commit wick- 
I then thought that it 
Conſcience, 
Gods ' Spirit 
which would have prevented my 


-<being ſo: wicked. From what he 
aid concerning the Spirit of God, 
1 took occaſion to tell him, that 
I thought his condition to be much 
-more hopeful than thoſe who were 
leſs . wicked and more hardnet : 
-and that thoſe ſtrivings of Gods 
Holy Spirit in and with his Con- 
-Atience, always continuing, it was 
-a great token that God had a de- 
Tgn to give him his Grace, by which 

US 


Repentance, though late, 
might become a true and ſincere 
that change - which 
wonld make him fit for the happi- 
neſs of another State : And that if 


ing 


—— 
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ing to God. for. his/Grace and. Mer- 
cy, I was in great - hopes: that the 
" * [Spirit of God which had been his 
*" | Earneſt Solicitor would be his Com- 


It] forter, and take away all his fears. 
| And I hope it proved+ſo; for the 


next day when I came to viſit him, 
1) | and Pray with him again, hetold 
me (to uſe his own words) that he 
would not live in the World any 
| longer where there was fo mucſy 
cy Wickednels. His Nurſe told me, 
1 that he had ſpent the whole Night 
"crying and Praying to God with 
ſuch Expretlions as the had never 
heard trom any other. There was 
the greate(t probability of a true 


"1 Repentance upon a Death-Bed, that 
ef cver I obſerved in any w ho had 
6 lived wickedly till that time, and 
oy | could have witht that inſtead of 
" deſiring to dyc, that he might þe 


.- | 19.More tempted to wickednels; he 
J had deſired to. live, that he might 
have -brought forth fruits meet for 
Þ 2 Res 
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- Repentance, and'that it would have 
- pleaſed God to grant his deſire. 
* thought it might be uſeful to young 
-men to read this Relation, and there 
«fore "I was -not willing to omiff 
-1t, by which they may ſee how mer 
deceive themſelves, and what: $ 
dreadful condition they bring them 
 ſelves- into, -whileſt they make A 
-therſm their ſhelter, and the hop 
- that there 1s no other World b 
-this' ro: be their Refuge. The Yi 
lence which an Athielt offers to hif 
own mind (in which there is a na 
-tural dread of God) is too greaf 
to be Perpetual, and that's the reafſ< 
ſon that it ſeldom, if ever, contiÞ! 
' Nues till men go out of this World 
When Death comes, and the SinngF- 
Is under - the apprehenſion of i 
approach, like Nehucadnezzar, tiff 
nt of his being bruitiſh | an 
keeping company with- Beaſts ar 
at an end, and his Underſtanding 6 
returned to him: Re can no longer e 


Jo 
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the Pleaſurers of ſenſe, for the- 
haydJake of which he became bruitiſh, 
> nd that makes way tor the exer- 
mindKile of his mind : and wherhe feels. 
1ereFE different pains of his- Soul and, 
omiBody, he concludes that-they are- 
medifferent beings, and. that there. 11s, 
it. Jomewhat in hun (as the: late Earl 
\emot Rocheſter well expreſſed it ) which- 
> As-diſtint from matter, which doth 
opePot dye withthe Body : by reaſon» 
þgof which, there 1s horrible. confu-: 
7 ;$0n 1n the Sinner to- think whe-- 
o hither - it' is going.. And if the Con- 
\ nafvinc'd Athieſt be in ſuch Confi-, 
TrC4 On in this Lite, what will his CON»? 
"reaFdition, be, who dyes an Atheiſt, 
zntifliti there be any fuch? Who can find, 
or Expretiions: to relate it, or Cou-" 
1nage enough- to uſe thoſe Expreſ-r 
E i${100s? He tinds that there 15a'God,, 

4nd. falls under his Everlaſting: 
an \Vrath the ſame moment. -All the 
- aFArguments- in. the World -did not 
mn convince him. of a God, .becauſe he& 
r Cf PET 4 would 
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would not regard them : but Helk 
convinces - him of it, becauſe he 
cannot avoid: it. | His firſt ſtep out 
of this World is into a Bottomleſs 
Pit, from which he never eſcapes, 
and where he never dyes, | but 
continues for ever Weeping'and Wail- 
ing, becauſe he would not believe 
- what he heard, and ſometimes felr, 
concerning it. He was' told that 
the Devils believed and trembled, 
he would n6t believe” that he-might 
not tremble, 'but-now- he is for' &- 
ver” feeling: that, the forethought 
of which make the Devils trem- 
ble. I will not farther- enlarge up- 
on this Unpleafant Head of” dil- 
courſce, earne(Uy deſire all 
Young: Met by their' Early Prety 
» to prevent that danger. By bear- 
ing the Tote, they may be ſure of 
> *a God, and of another State, and 

if they refuſeit I am ſhure they can 

never be ſecured that: there is no 

God. O how happy are they, who 


have 


»& , 
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have- not only the. Evidence of a 
God from Arguments , propounded | 
Out] to their reaſon, but: likewiſe from 
leſs] their own Experience ? that have \_ } 
PSS, | Chriſt in them the Hepe "of Glory > 
but | that have had the continued ſenſe 
ah} of. God, and-a del he in_ hum from 
-VCI their Youth : that, like 7:mothy, of 
elt, | a Child have known the holy Scriptures, 
ut} and -have had Experience of the Ho- 
ed, | Spirit, who was. the Author of 
lit them, enlightning their minds, and 
©} quickning them to adiligent care to-" 
"tl live in the Practice of. them. If 
ny a; man Fears. God from his Touth, the -, 
I ſolid Pleaſures: which he hath in 
i] the Practice, of Religion, wall ne- 
alll ver ſuffer. him to doubt. of the Be» - 
"YI ing of a God ; much leſs deſire that 

1-1 there ſhould be none. 

of The Arguments of Religion are *- 
dl ſtrong, and there is ſuch a Cor- 
"y reſpondence between natural. and 
1] revealed Religion, that it is-+mpoſe -- 
11 ſible any one can doubt of theBe--* 


F 4 ing - 
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ing ofa God and of another State 
after this, but only thoſe who (be- 
cauſe they did not bear the Toke 
in their Youth) have a deſire that 
they ſhould be inſignificant. 


104 


IT, Early Piety is good againſtf 
the Power and prevalency of Evit 
Habits. Cuſtom 1s of mighty force, 
and whatſoever any man hath uſed 
himſelf to, how unaccotintable ſoe- 
Ver it is, he knows not how to al- 
I - 
© © Inthings that are indifferent, that 
| have neither good nor evil inthem ; 
fuch, as I may call mimical Acti- 
& ons, orimpertinent and inſignificant 
-. Phraſesand Expreſſions ; when onc 
- © man by vain Aﬀectation hath ac- 

cuſtomed himſelf to the uſe of them, 

he knows not how to leave them, 
_zlhough he perceives that they 
& Tender him ridiculous to men of 
b+ © Underſtanding, | 
=. " Cultome hath ſo great a force, 
| | rhat 


ug” 


he, 
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that ſometimes it: makes thoſe 
rhings to' become -eafy;” whackr. in 
harf fhemſelves are 'very grievous and: 
| were fo ar firſt, to.rhem 'that en- 

dure. them. ': Natura calamitatum 
* 16 mollimentum'  conſaetudinem 'i'tnvenit, 
Cuſtome mitigateth” "Calamity. Ir 
hath been obſerved by | ſome, that 
gy cough Slaves weep at firſt, yet 
after. three Moneths time = can 
ſing in. the Ga/l/ies, How 
ſome: 1s a Priſon, and: ow 
ble-isConfinement to/him that hath _ * 
always had his Liberty ; and” yet 
we often find great Mirth and 
Johty among{(t Priſoners after. ſome 
time; TI have heard of: ſome who 
have. been troubled-when they have 
beer'turn'd out of a Fay/.” I'might 
likewiſe inſtance the power. that 
Cuſtome hath in matters of; Opis 
nion;' but that /will more properly 
- come: under another: head of Dit» 

courſe.” ! 
i Cuſtoni hath luck erinthoſe 
| rang 4 
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which are in themſelves in- 
| - nay, if it hath: ſuch a 
rev in men, as to things 
Trichrin in themſelves every wn. 
grievous! What' a mighty force 
muſt Cuſtome i Simring haveupon 
the minds ofmen, becauſe there is 
at firſt a great propenſity in the 
Nature of man to 1t. | 
We have a common ſaying, and 
is a very true one, Caſtome is 
econd Nature, which if rightly 
conſidered, would make every 
young man afraid of beginning an 
vil courſe of Life, leſt it ſhould 
become habitual to him. His firſt 
Nature is hard enough to be over- 
come; he had not need to have a 
ſecond Nature to ſtruggle with. 
" The young man had need to look 
to himſelf, and take heed *of a dan- 
gerous miſtake, which tends tothe 
ruine of moſt of that Age: and 
that is, That it is eaſier for a man 


.* 


to bring his mind to the practice | 


of 
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of Religion aſter he hath accuſto- 
med himſelf to ſin, than it is toſub- 
due his preſent youthful. inclinatjs * 
ons to Luſt and Vanity : whereas, 
he might better and more truly 
argue the other way : that if it 
be ſo hard for him to fix his mind 
in the practice of Religion now, - 
what will it be when he hath ace - 
cuſtomed himſelf to the practice 
of fin, 

There is a known place in the” © 
Prophecy of Jeremiah, which young, , 
men ſhould ſeriouſly conſider, chap, * 
13. ver. 23. Can the Ethiopian change 
his Skin 2 or the Leopard his Spots 3 
Then may ye alſo do good, that are 
accuſtomed to do evil, We do not 
find any ſuch expreſſion in all the 
Scriptures to ſhew the difficulty of 
Early Piety. He that will perſwade 
a man that hath ſpent his youth 
in the purſuit of Sin and Vanity, 
to fear God and fix his mind to 
that which is good, doth for the 

' moſt 
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maſt part find all that he can fay 
to ſignifie as much as if he ſhould 
waſh a Blackmoor in hopes of ma- 
King him white. There are few 
fuch' men but their Motto may be 
Labour in Yain. 1 know very well 
that the Prophets expreſſion is not 
to be underſtood with the utmoſt 
ftrineſs,” as if it were altogether 
impoſſible, but ' only to ſhew 
that- it is. very difficult. It was 
uſual amongſt the Fews to exprels 
» / thoſe things that are extream- 
Ty difficult, by thoſe things that 
are utterly impoſſible. The mean- 
ing -of the Prophet is, that it 
is very hard for one that hath ac- 
cuſtomed kim{lf to do evil, to learn 
to do well, 
./ Tffhe young man did really con- 
- Tider this, he would never adven- 
ture any delayes, for fear that an 
Þ . evil habit ſhould prevail (which'is 
 - the caſe of thouſands, and only of 
 tuch'as would not bear the Toke in 
$--+/3þ their 


do- become- truly good and. holy 
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their Youth) ſo asto diſcourage him 
from attempting that change of his 
mind which is abſolutely neceſia- 
ry to ſalvation. It is asf the young 
man ſhould fay, * I cannot. bring 
*my mind to Religion-now, but 
*Tintend to doit when [ ar more 


*averſeto it. I cannot hate my ſin 
* now as 'tis neceſlary I ſhould; 


b — 


- © but I hope to do it when I am 


* more in love with it. It is too 
< difficult for me to do it now be# - 
* cauſe of the ſtrong inclinations of © 
* my nature, and therefore I will - 
* let it alone till cuſtom joyns with 
* my corrupt nature to make it more 
* difficult. | 

If that which young men imagine 
concerning the eafineſs of becoms 
ing good, were not a cheat -and 
delution; We ſhould have -'v& 
ry few mcn' | but. would, become 
Religious. when- that. age-were- - 
paſt; but how ſeldom is it thatany 


— 
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who'fpend all their Youth in neg- 
lect of Religion, and in evil cour- 
ſes. Moſt certain it is, that the De- 
vil doth ſtrangely delude- mankind 


 in'this matter. _The young man 


faith, . *I know not how to regard 
*thethings of Religion, ſo that they 
*ſhould have an influence upon my 
* mind whereſoever I am, ' becauſe I 
*have ſuch an averſeneſs to them 
"in my nature, and ſuch a pronenels$ 
*to that 'which is evil ; bur if I live 
*till my Youth be paſt, there will 
*be anabatement of my evil deſires, 
t *and then I will be Serious and Re- 
®. ©ligious: And if he lives till his 
- Youth is ill ſpent and loſt, then his 
Language, is. *I have ſo accuſto- 
*med my ſelf to that which is evil, 
*that I know not how-to mind that 
*which is good, I can not leave that 
*courſe which I am in: If I were a 
- *Young man again, and: were-to 
make my choice what ſort of: Life 
*to lead, then I could fix my. mind 
Mei tg 
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to that which, 1s good. | - 

It muſt be acknowledged: that 
when age comes, there 1s no-ſuch 
ſtrong inclination to Youthful 
Luſts: and: Vanities, as there was 
before : but therefore it muſt he con» 
fidered, that a man may be never- 
theleſs accuſtomed to do evil in: ge- 
neral. It may be that when the 
enemy of his Soul perceives that: 
he can.no longer continue the: Acts 
of uncleaneſs, ' there' may be un» 
clean wiſhes and defires: ' and the 


will ſerves for the: deed in an evit 


{ſenſe as well as a good one: Or it 
may be there is an alteration from 
one fin to another.” Hewho when 
he was young, and foold away 
his Mony for Trifles, 'or that which 
is: worſe, refolves to make amends 


by. that which he calls extraordis 
nary good husbandry, bur 4t-is-1n- 
deed extream Covetouſneſs: and 
that wall continue to the laſt. How 
itrange ſoever it is, yet not-more 
| {range 
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ſtange - than true,' that old men: 
(fuch I mean who did not bear the 
Yoke: in their Youth) love the 
World: moſt, ' who. are within a 
very little, in courſe 'of years, of 
leaving it. | | 
- There are others who are under. 
the power of evil cuſtomes, whoſe 
caſe is difterent. They ſeem to be, 
and-are in a ſenſeas well accuſtoms / 
ed to do :good as they are” to 
do.evil : Men who did not” fear 
God in their Youth, upon 
whoſe- minds - and actions . there 
was.. not an- ' Early - Reftraint; 
but it was late ere they came 
to conſider the Arguments | of | 
Religion, - and the. Evidences of 
another State: And becauſe they 
are of undeniable forcey therefore 
there muſt be:ſome tegard to them, 
yet 10: as'that-they will keep their 
euſtony in;'ſinning likewitezs From 
hence it is that we thalb ſomtimes 
find men very ſtrict inthe» obſere 
SEG 5s VaUon 
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vation of the Lords Day, ' which 
is highly commendable. They are. 
conſtant at their Devotions on that 
day, both Publick and Private: But 
the next day, the love of Wine and 
Company ſhall overcome them, by 
which it appears that an ull- cuſtom 
will continue : Saints on the Lords 
day, and Sots all the Week after. 
I have wondred to obſerve what 
expreſiions, not only of Ingenuity 
but” Piety, I have heard from ſome 
who could not reſiſt a temptation 
and abominable 
Vice. Nay, after their Conſcienees 
have tormented them, and Friends 
reprovedthem, and Miniſters whom 


they love have intreated them, and 
have obtained tolemn jromiſes and 
Engage onts trom them ; yer have 
ing ion 2ccutomect to that baſe 


fin, they Lavoe iti continued it. © 7 

Others who feem ſometimes ve» 
ry Religious, Covetouſnels and: the 
love of World ſhall make them 
gripe 
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gr e// the Poor: Org cheat and 
ſkemble in_ the way of their - Cal- 


ling; 

Fhus when -men do not begin 
at firſt to | be Religious, but ac 
cuſtom -themſelves-to: do evil, they 
come. afterwards: (if I may ſo ſay) 
to'mix Religion- anck Irreligion! to» 
gether. - Thew Religious Services 
are ( as our - Saviours: Expreſſion 
is) like! puting New Wine into 
Old Bottles, which taifits it 
and - makes / it -good:-for nothing. 
Some men wilt have. ſomwhat of 
Religion, which may. a little quier 
their minds, but an evil cuſtome 


F, makes it altogether inſignificant as 


> to-the ſaving of their ſouls; | be- 
- — cauſe their minds are not renu- 
ed. 

And if cuſtome in ſining pre- 
vailes ſo much where there is ſome | 
* fenle of Religion and Serious . con- | 
> fideration of another State, it muſt 
needs tyrannize in men that are 


more. | 
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more bruitiſh. What an aftoniſh-. * 
ingthing 1it'1s to ſee how men'that» 
are addicted to Drunkenneſs wall 
continue it in deſpight of all Oppo- 
ſition, or all Arguments whatſoes * - 
ver. You ſhatſametimes ſeea man; * 
of low Degree, ſo ' befotted. to the: 
love of Drink, and 'Swinith Com- 
panions ; that it'is not the flaſhes 
of Hell in his Conſcience, whicty 
ſuch men have confeſt : in rete+ 
rence to another Life, it: is not the 
bitter- complaint. of a: ſorrow-bittery 
Wife, or the ſight of his pale and 
ragged Childien, though: he loves 
them :-It is not the fear ofa Fay, 
and of himſelf, as well as:his ta- 
mily wanting Bread, that can make 
him leave that Sin. Ihave heard 
a Drunkard wiſh that Drunkennels 
were Treaſon or Felony, intima- 
ting that nothing but/the expectati- 
on of an untimely death can be of ; 
Force ſtrong enough to. break off. ? 
the Cuſtome of that Sin, which.1S '-y 


in +? 
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1n it ſelf certainly the moſt, Odi- 
ous 'of any Vice, becauſe it de- 
prives- a man , of humfelf. 

Some have thought that they. 
could not curſe their Enemies worſe 
than to with that they might. be 
delighted-in an Evil Cuſtome :- and: 
E' think 'they were not miſtaken, 
for' it doth: ſtrangely 'Tyrannize, 
notwithſtanding the ſtrongeſt Force; 
of Argument 'that can be brought 
again{t:it. ;; and wheli;the accutto-: 
med Sinner acknowledges: ſhoujd: 
prevail: with him; The Language 
of the Sinners heart-is; ©I' mult ac- 
*knowledge that what you -fay- 
#15 true;; but 1 am otherwiſe en- 
*ogaped; If I had intended to live 
*2' Religious Life, I would have 
* begunit betore, but now-I know 
*not how to do it; my mind and 
© my Company is otherwiſe diſs; 
* poſed, and I cannot now alter my. 
*Canverſationz your Arguments 


© areſtrongenough to convince my; 
* Reaſon, 
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« Reaſon, but not to brake a Cuſtom. 


"Tt - was the juſt Complaint of the 


great Moraliſt, Ratione non compont- = 


- mur ſed confutetudine abducimur, &c. 


We are not ſo much ruled by Rea- 
ſon, -as- we are carried away by 


- Cuſtome. 


This Argument ſhould be of 
mighty force with young men, 
leſt as Facob faid concerning Joſeph, 
when he ſaw the coat, Ger. 37. 22. 
An Evil Beaſt hath devoured him, 
Joſeph is rent in pieces, ſo his Pa- 
rents or Friends ſhould lament 
for him, and ſay; An Evil Cuſtome 
hath devoured him, he- is utterly 
ruined. 

Who is there that hath any ſett>- 
ous - conſideration of the happineſs 
and miſery of man, both in thus 
Life and the next, who will not 
fay, that it had been better fora 
man never to have been born, than 
to be ruled by the power of alt E- 


wil habit, contrary - to his Rea- 


E-. 


* 4, by ſon # 
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fon and - Underſtanding? what a 
-grievous, thing 1t 1s, when Conſci- 
.ence drives one- way,.,and Cuſtome 
drawsanother. way, . and 1s too hard 
for it. 

Who is there that is thus enſla- 
ved, who. would not think him- 
ſelf happy if it were otherwiſe with 
him ? This miſcluetthe young man 
may avoid. Inſtead of being accuf- 
tomed to Evil, he may be accuſto- 
med to that. which is good, which 
-4s the happielt caſe in the World. 
He that 1s accultomed to do Well, 
will much leſs leave it, than he that 
45 accuſtomed to do Evil: for cer- 
tainly, he that takes in at firſt with 
his Reaſon and Conſcience, will 
much leſs leave that courle, than hc 
that offers Violence to them, and 


- runs away With his Luits and Wick 


-edneſs. Beſides, the - Pleatures of 


> Religion are in! initely greater than 
- the Pleaſures of Sin; and thereforc 


Ad. 
Ax; 


- Cuſtome muſt needs prevail on that 
, hand, 
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hand, as well as orr the other. 'To 
this I may | add, that he who is ac» 
cuſtomed' to. the ways of Religion, 
meets only:with temptations to cor- 
rupt his.-will, but no argument"to 
his Underſtanding., He that 1s ac- 
cuſtomed to do Evil always, knows 
that he. ſhould do otherwiſe ; but 
he thatis accuſtomed to that which 
is good, hath Religion, and Reaton, 
and Culſtome, all conſenting toge- 
ther, and muſt needs make him 
happy. It a Child be trained up in 
the way in which he ſhould walk, or 
makes choice of that way, When 
he is old he will not depart from-3t. 
I will inlarge no farther upon this 
Argument, but only ask the Young 
Man this one Que/tzon: Whether 
he had rather all rhe dayes of his 
life, that the wayes of God thould 
be uncouth to him,. or the wayes 
of ſin and Wickecdneſs 2 He 1s at his 
choyce, it 1s according to mens 


beginning when they: are Young, 


"4 .Now 
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Now-is the time in which you muſt 
reſolve, whether it be beſt for you 
to 'accuſtome your ſelves to that 
which is . good, or to that which is 
evil. 

ITT. Early Piety is good to pre- 
vent 'hardneſs of Heart: that Ob- 
duracy by which it is that men, 
Acting contrary to the Reaſon of 
their minds, do become in a great 
meaſure inſen{lible of their Con- 
dition, and the danger whichthey 
are in. This may well be joyned 
to that which I laſt ſpake of ; for 
when men accuſtome ' themſelves 
to do Evil, they find a neceſlity 
of hardning their minds again( 


> _ the force of thoſe ſecret importu- 


nices from within, and ſtrong Ar- 


guments from without, which 
will otherwiſe prevail with them 
'to do good. "This Temper, or ra 
ther Diſtemper of mind, ſthews | 
man to be in the worlt conditiony- 
that any man can be in. Thg- 
, 1 Dev! 
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Devil tamfelf can deſire nothing 


more of any man, than . that he 
ſhould have his mind hardened in 
an Evil Courſe; for by this, all the 
means of Salvation are reſiſted by 
him, and becomes ineffectual, and 
he is fitted for all manner of 'Wick- 
edneſs: And what can the Devil 
deſire more, than that a man ſhould 
turn his back upon the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and go the Dire&t way, 
as he thall appoint him, to Hel, 
and to Deſtruction ? 

[ donotintend to enlarge upon this 
particular, becauſe I ſhall have an 
Occaſion to ſpeak ſomewhat to the 
ſame purpoſe, when I come to con- 
{ider the Caſe of late Penitents, or 
rather of thoſe who promiſe to 
themſelves that they ſhall be ſuch. 
In the mean while, I will only 
{tate the: /Caſe as it-is, and: deſire 
the, y man. to. confider of it. 
When thoſe that are Young re- 
fuſe the Toke, and will not ſuffer the 
) G uns 


Po es 
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-imprefſions -of Religion in | their 
-minds,; but addidt themſelves to the 
{Pleaſures of. Sin'; - whatſoever the 
*Pretence may 'be (and it is not t9 
be -1magind but the Devil 15: fo 
cunning, as that : he can eaſily de- 
-lude. a young man, when he doth 
not reſolve to be Religious againſt 
.all Temptations -and Suggeſtions 
wharſoever) they muſt then conſult 
.their Eaſe, although (which is ve- 
ry fad: to conſider of) they know 
Gat itisin vain for them to think 


| of conſulting any ſatisfaction in 4 
= Sinful Courſe, The great deſire of 
the Young Man is, that he may 
have a great ſenſe of the Pleaſures 
-of fin, and no ſenſe of God and of 
-his Duty to him, by which he ſhall 
be diſturbed. He would have all 
Marth and Joliry, ' and: Feaſting 
- himſelf with Pleaſures, whatſbever 
"becomes : of » him: afterwards, but 
-- he d6th not love the. hand Write- 
ing. upon the wall,;whigh\ tells him 
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of. what.18 ry him. . His Un- 
bappancls ( or -{o' he accounts it) 
is that . he cannot enjoy Beaſtly 
0 || Pleaſures, as Beaſts dog but that there 
of muſt be Diſquictments about them 
e- | which they are freed from, and 
ch} therefore his. great Atchievementr, 
it} which inſtead of Piety and Ver- 
asf] tue he aims at, is to get off thoſe 
It Diſquietments. He is vext at. his , 
e-| Conſcience, that it -will not'let him 
w} alone, but torment him for forgetting 
ik that there 15-a God, and that- he 
aff is a Man: And therefore he reſolves 
of to oppoſe the DiCtates of that, and 
JE fince. it is a, faculty which may 
e5F be .in,a_ great meaſure ſubdued and 
of Þ ſilenced, he is reſolv'd that his Con- 
lf feience ſhall be ſo that he may - be 
allY as quiet as he can. His Will ſhall 
ngy be Lord of his Underſtanding and 
er Reaſon, and. command it to be ſ- 
utHent: and give way to Reſolution, 
te how. deſperate and unaccountable - 


loever ut b& 
G 2 — There 
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—"Thire is beſides his Conſciened®! 
cor rather- together with it, the Spifk. 
"rit- of God - Striving with him 1 
©bear the Tote, importuning him tx x 
/:make 2 good Choice- at firſt, by.) 
which he may come ito be happy 
; for ever- after.- - Vicious men hay 2” 
confeſt; that they Mad ſuch ſtrong} : 
- Importunittes to Pzety, when the 
vere yo and :had not hard : 
ned themſelves in Sinful Courſe % 
«that they--Eould- not think the; 


--proceeded only- from their Conſchh;; 
' +ences, but that the Holy Spirit of. 
-GOD did earneſtly "contend wit; 
.them. That Perſon whoſe Deatig. 
-Bed Expreſſions 1 mentioned, a} 


[well ' as many others,” confeſt thi 
4t was his Caſe. n 
*The Young Sinners checks of hy.-. 
»Conſcience do -proceed from t 

_ © Goodneſs of God' to him;and ther: 
fore ſhould 6blige' him: ro 'a Con 


pliance;- but it'is al 0-10 ned - 
. Others may love Godbeſt an&-fog* 


ct 


CA 


Jake: their Youthful. Luſts and Plea: : 
It Jures for lus fake, and at his requeſt. 
n ut he loves his Youthful Luſts and 
leaſures beſt, and therefore will 
Jorfake God and.Religion for their 
akes ; notwithſtanding the infinite. 
PBoodneſs and. fot © nn of God 
af 1'the. carneſt ſolicitations of his. 
Foly Spirit. It is a trouble to him: 
What ſo foon as he departs from-- 
od, ; God doth not depart from - 
be im;. .and let him alone. to: purſue. 
,Luſts. and Pleaſures without - 
L Whoa ce, and. therefore it'is my - 
; | himſelf againſt.God, 


Reſolution not to. Fiien to his ſe- 
at ret Motions and. Importunries. 


.Þ the Man hath more work. 
nt to: 2s Deſides the Stir that is 
c ithin him;there is Diſturbance from 
Fithout. The Miniſtry of the Word 
 VFexes him. He is, it may be, forced 
—Þ go to Church, and he cannot 
ear a Miniſter, but he is ready to 

Þy of hum,as Abad ſaid of Micaiah, {. 
— Y G 3 hate 
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hate him, for he doth not prophec 
good era me, but A . F He 
therefore reſolves, that he will not 
regard what he faith fo as to faffer 
any Impreſſion upon his mind. He 
hardens his Heart fo that the 7s- 
edged Sword | ſhall not cut it. He 
will look upon Prayingand Preach- 
ing enly as things in courſe, which 
no body ſhall need to regard, ſo as 
to alter the courſe of a. ſinful hfe 
for” the ſake of them. Hearing does 
no' hurt to his fin, ſo long *as*he is 


reſolved againſt Dozyr. If thie Mi 
$a ok he has preſſes him 
tardby the force of Arguments, he 
will either concerve ſome Prejudice 
apainft him, - and'that, 'how unac- 
couiitable'ſo ever it be, ſhall make 
him ſlight what he faies, though it 
be from Gods Word rhat he ſpeaks 
it, or elſe he will hear ſome - other 
man.” Whatſoever 1s ſaid to him, 
he' is. reſolved to' continue as he 1s 
and as Hardneſs increaſes, fo _ 
us 
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his Contempt of Religion. It may 
be, that in a ſhort time the young. 
man 1s ſo far from trembling at 
Gods word, or being any wayes 
governed by it, that he will not 
fo much as hear it; - but: on the* 
Lords Day, he: can run up and 
down the City to ſee a great many 
Minifters Preaching, 'but hear-none. . 
Or he is ſo hardned, that: he can*" 
turn.tis back upon the Worſhip of 
God wholly, and make it a day of 

wank man enlordof carr! 
Young man 1 "0 ing the 
Yoke —_ ge harden hs 
mind - againtt at, t onger 
he lives. the farther he is from it. 
His mind is wholly ſet upon other 
things. | Chriſt fards at his! Door 
and knocks, but he 1s reſolved he will 
not let him in, knowing that he 
muſt turn- another _Inhabitant out, 
which he will nor: part with. And 
whatſoever is ſaid to hin from the 
Word: of: Gud, though he cannot 
G 4 deny _ 
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deny but it is from the Word of 


God, yet he can deny regarding of 
it; and therefore the Language of 
his ſoul 1s like that of the Idola- 
ters, Jer. 44.16. As for the word 
that thou haſt ſpoken unto us in the 
Name of the Lord, we will not hear- 
ken unto thee, But we will certainly do 
whatſoever thing goeth out of our own 
mouth, &Cc. and at length, it may 
be, that which at firſt he deſired 1s 
granted to him, but it is like a ſick 
mans defire of that which makes 
his condition irrecoverable.. He de- 
fired, that God might let him alone, 
and he does fo. His defire was to har- 
den his heart ſo, that he might feel 
no Diſturbance, and he hath his de- 
ſire, in a great meaſure, granted to, 
him. As God faid to Ephraim, He is 
joyned to Idols, let him alone ; {0 God 
faith of the man that refuſed the 
Yoke in his Youth, he 1s fully bent 
upon Sin and Wickedneſs, Let him 
alone : * He hath been Ye from his 
q | Youth, 
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Youth, Let him be wile flill. In his: 
filthineſs is Lewdneſs, or wicked ob» + 
ſtinacy ; Becauſe I would have purged 
him from his filthineſs, and he was 
not" purged, therefore he ſhall not 
be —_ from his felthineſs any more, 
till I have cauſed my - fury to reſt- - 
«pon him, His hardning himſelf a- 
gainſt God, hath provoked him: to. 
give him over to a Judicial hard- 
neſs, which makes his . condition: 
paſt all-Recovery. And:when we- 
conſider what horrid Wickedneſs; 
what Contempt of God and of Re=- 
ligion young men are guilty of, for 
want. of Early Piety, we may fear 
that this ſhould become their caſe; 
if 1t-be not ſo already; 

Solomon faith, Happy is the: man 
that feareth alway, but he that hard» * 
neth his heart ſhall fall into miſe 
chief,. Prov. 28.44; A man cannot 
be 1aid-to tean alway, unleſs he be» 
gins to fear when he is young, that 
15, to have that Fear of God: in his - 
G 5 mind, _ 
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mind, and that Senſe of the Dan- 

r of a ſinful life; which makes 
him careful of his Actions; bur he 
. that heardneth his heart, that is, he 
Who caſteth off fear, ſhall fall ito 
miſchief. Let not the Young man 
ask me, 'what 'the»-Happineſs is on 
one hand, or the Miſchief on the 
other, for I cannor tell him. I may 
fay, that Heaven and Hell muſt an{- 
wer thoſe queſtions ; but yer from 
what I have faid, he may conlider 
the danger of refuſing the Yoke in 
his Yourh, to be very great. 


IV. Early Piety is good to pre- 
vent a wounded Spirit, that inward 
and fecret Guilt which is alwayes 
gnawing and tormenting the Sinner 
who 15 unpenitent and not exceed- 
mgly hardned in his Wickedneſs. 

Young man doth no ſooner 
refuſe the. Yoke, but Fear ' and 
| Terrour doth in ſome meaſure fur- 
prize him; and although he may 
wn | {irive 


-S 


IC 
1c 
'0 
n 
q 
C 
4 
l 
F 
| 


4 


EarlyPlety, 131 
{ſtrive to harden his heart, ſo as he 
may have no ſenſe of what, he hath 
done, yet it is doubtful whether - 
ever he can ſo eftect it as to have 
any tolerable Eaſe in his mind. He 
cannot but often think within him- 
ſelt, that he hath more reaſon to ' 
be diſquieted,from what Gods Word. 
and his own Conſcience tells hyn, 
and all men-that wiſh him well; 
than to be contented with his con» 
dition, becauſe it is a common cale, 
and eſpecially amongſt young men z 
which is to act diretly contrary 
to Gods word, in following a mult t- 
tude to do evil. 

Some Young Men do harden 
themſelves a great deal more, and 
fome a great deal fooner than 0- 
thers, according to the Example 
of their Parents, or thoſe amonglt 
whom they hve; and it is to be 
feared that rhere are many (25s I 
have already mentioned) who are 
given over to a Judicial Hardneſs, 


and 
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and ſhall never repent, but have 
terrible Convulſions in their con- 
- * ſciences to think of their conditi- 
on, and are often arreſted with ter- 
rible Fears and Diſquietments. 

* Thoſe that refuſe to bear Gods 
Yoke, which is eaſy, have the De- 
vils ſhackle inſtead of it, which is 
fo gauling and uneaſy that they are 
never at quiet. Sometimes the 
thoughts of their condition diſturbs 
their mirth. I» laughter their hearts 
are ſorrowful ; and it they can forget 
their condition till their Jollity 'be 
done,yet, The end of their mirth is hea- 
vineſs.. 

1 his argument | ſhould Le of 
creat force with the young man, 1t 
he conſiders, that it 1s not only the 
caſe of thoſe. that continue the 
practice of ſin, but of thoſe few 
likewiſe who repent when they have 
loſt rhe pleaſure of ſerving God in 
their Youth, and become_ Rehigt- 
ous, This ſeems to be the-caſe of 


Job 
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Job by that complaint which he 
made, chap. 13.V. 26. T hou writeſt 
bitter things againſt me, and makeſt 
me 0 poſſeſs the fins of my Touth, 
It is certain, that thoſe who begin 
late to be religious, are very apt 
to miſ-giving thoughts. concerning 
their condition ; eſpecially when 
any Affliction ſeizeth upon them. 
They are in doubt, whether God 
hath accepted of the Latter Fruits, 
ſince the Devil had the Fr/#, and 
are atraid that inſtead of their Ser- 
vices being accepted, the fins of 
their Youth have rendred them for 
ever abominable. This may make 
them often pray, as David did, Re- 
member not the fins of my Touth, not 
my tranſgreſſions, Plal. 25. 7. He 
that can ſay, from my Youth have 
I feared God, and walked in his 
wayes, and made 1t my ſincere En- 
deavour,to pleale God, hath the 
moſt fixed, 4olid and durable Come» 
fort, and. the, beſt ſecurity again 
Fer ; rears 
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Fears and Doubts, which are apt to 
ſirprize late Penitents. As a man 
feels the Paines and Aches of broken 
bones and hurts, of which he is long 
fince recovered ſo that there is no 
danger as to his Life ; ſo thoſethat 
have broken the Peace of their 
minds, and wounded their Conſci= 
ences by known fins long ſince 


committed, may feel the ſmart of 


them many years after, although 
their ſins be forgiven-and there be 
no danger as to their immortal Souls. 
Ht. is good for a man that he bear 
the 1, T4 in his Touth, that he may 
not be- perplexed with thoſe Fears 
and Difquietments which oft-times 
befals thoſe thar begin to bear 1t 
afterwards. 

But this 1s onty the Caſe of a few : 
for as the Devil tempts Young men 
to. neglect their Duties ro Gol at 
firſt, with a Deſign to keep- then 
alwayes in the practice of ſin ; ſo 
he doth tor the moſt fe: 20 hen 
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with them, and if they - do -not 
an{ harden themſelves fo, as to caſt off 
en{ Fear, it proves: very tormenting. to 
ng them. They have real Feares; they 
no} are afraid, and none can tell them 
at {| that it is without caufe, urileſs they 
eirf Cry Peace when there is no Peace ; 
c:= || for they are at- enmity with God, 
cefland are in the number of the 
of | Children of Diſobedience, againſt 
zh | whom his Wrath is coming.” They 
be | have likewiſe imaginary Fears : They 
ls. | are afraid where no fear is : As Cain 
ar | was afraid that every many, 10 
y | a guilty ſinner 1s ſometimes 
rs | afraid leſt every thing, - ſhould ſhy 
es} him. The inward and real cauſe 
it | of Fear makes him upon all occa- 
ſions ſuſpe&t ſome hurt coming to 
's | him, when there 15 no apparent 
n | danger. 
Ty Their Diſquietments muſt needs 
2 | be great if we either conſiderthetr 
caſe in general, or with relation to 


part Acts. 
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” Afinner inGeneral. Heis wrong: He 
- -- 1$-0ut of the way. He ſhould be in 
', theNarrow way that leads to Life, 
and he-is in the Broad way that leads 


to Deſtruction. He is a bewildred- 
Child that is out. of the way to his 


Fathers houſe: His-ſoul is among 
them that ſeek to deſtroy it. He 
that ſaith, I will gratify my Youth- 
ful Luſts, and not .bear _ the Yoke, 
may as well ſay, I will now provide 


a Torment to my ſoul, which ſhall. 


laſt all the dayes of my lite; and 
I ſhall feel it all my lite, though 
it may be TI ſhall not diſcover it 
till my death, 
.. 2, If. we conlider the caſe of 
Young Men, as to Particular Acts 
of Sin, when they. refuſe the Toke. 
The Devil will flick ſome "Poylſo- 
nous. Dart .or-other 1n their Souls, 
which 1hall prove a Torment. to 
them. as long -as | they ' Live. 
-It may be they ſhall be-guwilty of 
| {ome 


br 0p 2 we-conſider the caſe of that - 


we ot © AY\ 


—_ 


SY 


EE TIES VICE ET une eg om ww Xx * ** WW. 


Early Plety. by 


—- fſome Horrible Contempr of GOD,: 
at'y and: of Religion. Young men in 
He | this Age clumb' 'apace, and get 
in J into the Seat of the Scornful, but 
e, Fit often happens, that they do not 
ds | fit eaſy in that Seat, however they 
ed-ſ continue init. They are often forc'd 
Sf to think, that there is a fearfal' 
B | puniſhment. coming upon thoſe 
le f that affront Heaven, and deride at 
I- Goodneſs, as appears by the Con- 
©, | feſſions of ſuch Perſons,. when ſick- 
ef neſs and the Fears of Death are: 
[l. upon them. Thoſe who ſeem to be' 
d | moſt undaunted in Wickedneſs, have: 
1.0 diſcovered that they were never: 
UC} freed from ;grievous Terrours and 
Perplexities of mind. Sometimes we 

f | find, that Second-Table-Sins have: 
5 | been the chief Cauſe of the Young 
- | Mans Torment. Diſobedience to 
” | Parents, & Uncleanneſs, ({ of which 
> | I havealready made mention) make 
| grievous Gathes in the Conſcien-: 
ces of young .men. But there is. 
anQ- 


— 
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another fin which F would ſpeak 
of, that: proves. a dreadful and' a 
hſting' Torment to the. mind, and 
that is the Sin of Fraud, or of 
Theft. When a young man hath 
wronged another, by taking that 
which is not his own, - it 1s of 
fearful conſequence becauſe it 1s 
a fin which requires Refſtitutt- 
on, or Acknowledgment of the 
fault in caſe of Inablity to reſtore. 
The Thief is aſhamed when he is 
found, and he is exceedingly. a+ 
thamed to diſcover himſelf, and the 
baſe fin which he hath been guil- 

of; and for that Reaſon it' is, 
that many young men ' run into 
deſperate Courſes becauſe - they 
know - not how, without great 
Shame: and Confuſion, to get out 
of that. Labarinth into which Fraud 
hath plung'd 'them : And: by' this 
means ' they continue under- the 
preſſuxes of Guilr and Fear, 'Fraud 
gad- Injuſtice, are not only a 'Vie- 
lation. 


— 
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lation of the written Law of God, 
but- likewiſe ſuch a Viohtion of 
ind j the common Principles of Nature, 
of | that no man can poſſibly bear the 
1th | thoughts of what he hath done, 
at | unleſs he be ſtrangely hardned in 
of | Wickedneſs, and becomes a Beaſt 
is 8 of Prey, rather than a Man of 
ti- # Reaſon and Underſtanding. Iam 
EF confident, there are many young 
e. | men, who are fo ſenſible of the 
7s | neceſſity of a Religious Life, that 
- | they would betake themſelves to 
e | the practice of it, if they were 
- | not horribly entangled by: the fin 
, | of Fraud and Cozenage. 
) Thus, beſides the general Caſe 
"| of the Sinner, who: being . at En» 
| mity againſt God in his mind, can' 
never be at quiet in himſelf; there” 
are particular Acts of ſin, which 
prove to be a grievous Torment. 
I hope by what I have faid it ap» 
pears, that Farly Piety is good to 


prevent thofe Fears and Drſquiet* 
| ments 


"ki 


140 The Benefit of 


ments of mind which attend a \in-- 


fil Lifez. and: to ſettle a ſolid and 


durable Joy -and Rejoycing in the 


Soul. It layes a ſure Foundation 


for that Peace which paſſeth all Un-- 
 derflanding. He thar betimes doth 


delight himſelf in the Almighty, 


his Joy and Rejoycing never ceaſeth, , 


continues with him, through 


allthe-Stages of this Life, and then.. 
paſſeth with him to a Glorious Im-. 


mortality. He .hath that Joy in 


q the Spring of his years, which no. 


Winter can; kill or caule,to decay. 
Whatever fails him, his Early Piety 
will ſtick to him, and will - be a 
laſting ' and durable Satisfaction. 


He that bears the 7oke in. his youth, 


is-,0ne' to. whom God giveth Songs 


» in: the Night ; but he that refuſeth 
it, ſerves a Maſter that doth not. 


giye him Songs in. the Day. He 
 45-elther. Tormented all - his Life- 


time, if he continues .1mpenitent,, 


with perplexing horrible Fears ; , or 
” if 


i5f he be not, his heart is hardned, 


s if wii V., =  & of Y. 'iu f 'þ 


and he is infenſible of his Condt- 


-tion, which is: a thouſand times 


worſe. Early Piety is good againſt 


both. 


V. Early Piety is good to pre- 


- vent Preſumption and vain Confi- 
dence; by which it is, that when 
' a man 1s in a wrong ſtate, and in 


that way which leads to Deſtrudti- 
on, he concludes that it ſhall go well 
with him at laſt, and that he ſhall 


"be inas happy a condition, as if he 


had. begun at firſt to be Religious. 
I thought it very proper thar this 


Particular © ſhould follow the - two. 


former. When a man hath begun 


wrong, and knows himſelf to be 1n 


the ſtate of the Impemitent, it muft 
needs bring unſpeakable Tormeats 


'to his mind, everytime thathe feri- 


otiſly conſiders it: And therefore 


-to avoid this, either he doth deſpe- 
"-rately harden his heart, that he may 


£9 


L7 


- deſpiſeth Reproof: 


* doth. his danger increaſe... 
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89,08, 11, 2. wicked Courſe withoys 
Hear, | r conſidering - what he 


his. aRions, nor yet enduring that 

"one ſhould tell him of his -dan- 
ger, for he hates In/truition and 
Or ele he -pro- 

nds. ſomewhat to himſelf, from 
which he hopes he ſhall have Hap- 
pineſs in. the end, and upon thar, 
How vain ſoever it be, he depends, 

or: I may ſay he makes 1t _ his 
Pillow upon which he layes him 


. down and fleeps, as ſecurely as he 


can, all his life time. Heis. by this 


at ſome. kind, of Eaſe, akhough it 


Fyere; better for him if he were un- 
"der | continual Torment. His con- 
dition muſt needs be bad, who 
\*thinks it is. good when it 1s not, 


-»8itmuſt needs be bad inthe fingers 


-[caſe, 'becauſe. by how. much lus yain | 
» Confidence '.that. it thall £9%{1Well 


--with him, -encreafeth, by.1g, 


nor What will be the event of 


+ as ca tn» a  vno'id hats. 2 as 
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'Wound of fin ' in! the foul growes 


more and more incurable, according 


to the Sinners Inſenſibility of the 


paines of it, which makes him care- 
leſs of nfing the right means for 


-the Cure of it; and this Inſenſibility 


proceeds from his vain Hope, that 
all wili be well at laſt.” His con- 
dition is very fad, becauſe he is 
ſecure in a bad State, for by this 
means all the force of Arguments, 


by. which Sinners are brought to 


Repentance, and into a happy condi- 
tion,are utterly loſtupon lum. This 
we may juſtly Fear, is the Caſe of 


thouſands who do not bear - the 


Yoke in their Youth. They ' have 
greater,though not þetter,confidence 
that it ſhall be well with them;than 
thoſe that began at firſt ro be Re- 
ligious. The Good man may ſome- 


| tunes fay 'as Job did,  { have 


forned, what ſhall I do ; when the 


-{Preſiirtuous Sinner faith, 7 ſhall 
have peace,though I walk after the Imas 


ginat t» 
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ginations - of my own (heart. 1 will 
grant, that the vicious Young man 
may ſay : Though 1 will not bearf. 
.the Yoke, yet I will be as confident 
of my Salvation -as they that do. 


-But alas for him ; This Hope comes 


from- the Author of Deſpair, and 
from the Subject of it too: It 1s 
the Devil that gives the Sinner this 
-hope, ' who hath none for him- 
felt; The Children are cheated by 
him, as the Parents were. Het | 
them that the oY ſhould not dye, 
though. they diſobeyed, ie 


ſtanding God had faid otherwile, 
and in like manner-he tells the Chil. 
. dren, that; they ſhall be happy at laſt 
although they. do that, the whileſlt 
. Which makes all men miſerable. 


If he had feared God in his Youth, 


_he ſhould have been well aſſured ot 


- his Salvation, for then Gods:Word 
and, promites had. been his:Security 
"But fince/he neglected it, - and/is-en 
- Saged. in a. fmtul courſe, e-roſol 
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to be as quiet as he can, and to 
hope that he ſhall be happy at laſt, ? 
though he hath nothing but the \ 
Devils word for 1t. 

This Preſumption, and Vain Con- 
fidence, proceeds from the Expec- 
tation of Gods mercy, upon a late 
Repentance. As the Devil, when 
hich be tempted our Saviour, would 
have had him caſt himſelf down 
by from the Pinacle of the Temple, 

u"ging that the Scripture was his 
| Security, that God had Given his 
= his Angels charge over him ; So he 
{| f<mpts the Sinner to obey his Mo- 
1x14 fions to Sin and Wickednelſs, be- 
an cauſe the Scripture hath declared 
eff that God 1s Merciful 'to Sinners, 
and that thole who" repent, and 
turn to him thall be Saved. This 
is the young mans Refuge, of 


» 


- Ol ; 4 h (=, 
nd which he is as confident as it there 
ty were no doubt to be made of 1t. 


"| When we tell impenitent linners }. 
Who did not at firſt Chooſe the Fear 
H of 


* 
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i, of the: Lord, that they will for e- 
- - ver periſh,except they Repent, they 
readily grant it, but it doth not 
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trouble them, becauſe they doubt 
not but they ſhall take off that Ex- 
ception. . It makes no more 1mpreſ- 
ſion upon them, than if we ſhould 
tell a notorious Malefactor that he 
will certainly be Executed if he 


+ © doth not beg the Kings Pardon, 


which he will be very ready to 
do, The minds of Sinners ate poſ- 
ſeſſled with ſuch thoughts of the 
mercy of God, and the Merits of a 


Saviour, that they think they ſhall 


not fail of Forgiveneſs unleſs they 
fail to ask xt. And if by ſudden 
Death they ſhould be deprived of 


* asking it (which is not a very' 
.commoncaſe,and therefore they will 
adventure it) they hope that God 


will however have mercy upon 
them, for they think it would be a 
very hard cate if God ſhould de- 


Qroy' them, becauſe they had no 


time 
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time to ask him forgivnenels. : 
If they have Time in their ſick- 
neſs, and the uſe of their Reaſon, 
they will repent, and if they have 
not, they hope they ſhall obtain mer*, 
cy without 1t. 

This, this is the Devils bait by 
which he catches Young Men. 
This 15 the Snare which he layes 
tor them, . and God knowes they 
run apace into it : What a train of 
Deluſions and vain Suggeſtions doth 
he lay for the Young man that 
will not bear the Yoke? .Inſtead 
of embracing the wayes of 'Truth _ 
at firſt, he gives himſelf up to Lies 
all his dayes. To the end there- 
fore that the Young Man may not 
be thus deluded, 1 ſhall enlarge 
ſomewhat more upon this than I 
have done upon the former heads. 

The. caſe is plainly this. Though 
the Young Man ſerves Sin and the 
Devil at firſt, yet he hopes at 
hſt' that by his repentance, Ac 
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* ſhall become the Servant of God, | 


-or be in the ſame caſe with Gods 
Servants as to another World. 


0 CN 


-That Young Mcn may not Pe- 


'riſh ' for ever by this Deluſion, I 
. earneſtly intreat them to conlider 
what 1 ſhall offer to them from | 
.theſe ſeveral heads. 


1. I ſhall conſider ſomewhat from 
the nature of Repentance. If the 


*Young Man rightly conſiders what 
-it is, he will have littlereaſon to 


live a ſinful Life upon the hopes of 


.1t afterwards. -There are two 
; things in it: Sorrow for what. is 
. paſt, and Amendment for the time 


to come. 
1. Let us conſider what the 


Grief and Sorrow of Repentance 
1s. It is a real and unfeigned Sor- 


row 1n the heart. of the Sinner for 
what he hath done. And it 1s 
more'or leſs according to the Cir- 


- *cumſtances of his Caſe and Faults 
Which he hath committed. It 1s 


either 


F 
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| either according to the Danger that 
a man hath brought himſelf -1nto: 


Or - the Baſeneſs and unworthinels 


COLDER ELIACS. 
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of the -faa, conſidering ; againſt- 


whom it was committed. - 


Repentance is ſometimes- called - 
 Shameand Confuſion, and it is that - 
which the Young Man may expect, 


who refuſeth the Yoke ; according 


to. that which the Prophet faith of - 


Ephraim, Jer. 31.19. 1 was aſhamed, 


yea even confounded, becauſe I did 


bear the reproach of my Touth. He 
that doth a baſe and wilfulaQt, and 
intends to repent afterwards, doth 
not conſider what Repentance 1s : 


What Trouble and Perplexity ſeiz- + 
cth upon the mind of him that- 


looks back upon his Actions: What 
achungs of Heart : What diſquic- 
ting Thoughts: How many reſt- 


leſs Hours: What conſultation with - 


Miniſters and others: What Praying 
and Crying to God there is before 
tae Sinner can be fatisfied that his 
Repen= 


--— = - 
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* Repentance is accepted, and that 
tis fin 1s pardoned. 

- 1. Thegrief of Repentance is ac- 
cording to the Danger that a man 
. hath brought himſelf into, of which 
we may take ſome eſtimate by 
conſidering what Grief and Sorrow 
there is in reference to temporal 
Evilts. What Bitterneſs is there 1n 
the ſoul of a Prodigal when he 
comes to beggery, ands find him- 
+ ſelfFriendlefs> Or in him thar hath 
| brought-ſome grievous Diſeaſe to 

-. himfelf, which puts him to intole- 


: rable pain, and makes it very | 


| doubtful whether ever he fthall ef- 


= cape? How bitterly doth. a man 
mourn when his Fleſb and his Body 


are conſumed, and he knows that it 
is the effect of his own \Wicked- 


> nefs and Folly? Every one knows 
the caſe of ſuch to be very Grie# 


vous. And if a man be {o troubled 
about temporal things, what muit 


> he be about thoſe that are Spiritu- 


al 
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al and Eternal. How is a man tor- 
mented when he hath thrown away 
his Soul, and is afraid that it 1s 
paſt regaining 2 If a difeaſe in the 
Body be ſo grievous, what 1s a 
wounded Spirit > What grief mult 
it needs be to the Sinner when he 
conſiders, that it hath been his bus» 
ſineſs from his Youth, to heap up 
Wrath unto himſelf againſt the day 
of Wrath ? 

If therefore it may be granted, 
that Young Men are not ' Atheiſts, 
but will acknowledge that there 
is a God; and, that Religion 1s a 
real thing ; How can they 1magige 
Repentance to be ſuch an eafy 
thing, that they may from the 
expetation of it, make choyce 
of that way to Salvation, and 
not rather begin ſo at firlt, that 
they may not have a fintut Lite to 


A — 
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;repent of? For can any man think 
'that when he comes - ſerioutly to 


conlider his Danger that he is in a 
H4 , Ainful 


z 
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ſinful State; that he is under the 
Power and Dominion of fin, and in 
the way to everlaſting Deſtruction ; 
and yet it ſhall be but a light Grief 
and Sorrow to him; I am ure 
he doth not Underſtand or Conſi- 
der what Repentance 1s. And I 
may doubt whether he ever con- 
verſed with any who were late 
Penitents, for they are not often to 
be found. 

2, When a man Repents he con- 
ſiders the Perſon Offended. If he 
be Eminent in Place, and one that 
5 able to do him great Good, or 
great Hurt, -he 1s accordingly Con- 

 cernd at what he hath done. What 
a Heart-breaking-Sorrow is it toa 
; Poor man, when he hath loſt the 
Favour of a Rich Man, upon whom 
he had a great Dependance ? How 
doth that Poor man run up and 
down, to make Friends to him, 
that his mind may be at Eaſe? 
If the Diſpleaſure of a great vow, 
who 
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who is but Puſt and Aſhes, as well 
as the meaneſt, be ſo Terrible, 
what 1s the diſpleaſure of the great 
God of Heaven and Earth. And 
when men come to Repent, and 
to bethink themſelves of what they 
have done,they are far more ſenſible 
of the Diſpleaſure of that Great and 
infinite Being, than any man can be 
of the diſpleaſure of another man. 

The grief of Repentance is aC- 
cording to the Obligation that the 
Penitent- is under to him whom 
he hath - Offended. Ingratitude 
makes a terrible Reflection, and 
nothing doth more Shame and 
Confound a guitty Perſon, than 
that he hath abuſed a Benetacor, 
whom he could never have Re- 
compenled for kindneſles - received 
from: him. It makes: him Dumb, - 
and Speechiefs, {o that he hath no- 
tlung to 'fay, becauſe of his Con- 
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the Grief, and Trouble that is in 
the ming of a late Penitent, when 
he conſiders what a Requital he 
hath made to God for his Good- 
nefs-to im! When Sinners come 
to a ſerious Conſideration of God, 
and of themſelves, there is nothing 
which they ſpeak more of, than 
of the Goodneſs of God, how poor 
and how afflicted ſoever they have 
been: They are ſenſible that they 
have deſerved fo 11] from him, that 
it 1s his Mercy they are not Conſu- 
med, and therefore they acknow- 
ledg his Goodneſs, whatever their 
 Aftiftions have been. What a 
- Fearful Trouble then muſt it beto 
-, the Sinner, when, looking back up- 
on his paſt Actions, he finds that 
there hath. been a Competition be- 
tweenthe Almighty and him ; whe- 
ther God ſhould thew moſt Good- 
neſs, or he be guilty of moft Wick- 
ednefs. Beſides, when Sinners re- 
pent, they are commonly ſenfible 
that 
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1 | that God's Goodneſs to them, was 
1 || the very occaſion of their Wicked- 
e | neſs againit him. They have It 
- | ved, as if Gods giving them Health, 
e | and Riches, and Liberty, had been 
to engage them, not to the practice 
7 | of Religion, but of Sin and V Vicks» 
1 | edneſs. Ir is a- terrible Grief to a 
r- | Diſobedient Child, when he conſr 
> | ders what he hath done againſt 
| Natural Aﬀection, and Innumera- 
* | ble Obligations of Love and Ten- 
- | derneſs: It muſt nceds be a grea- 
ter Grief to the Sinner, when 
he conſiders what Violence hehath 
, | offered to his Natural Principle of 
| | Love and Duty to God, and the 
infinite Obligation which God hath 
been pleated to lay upon him; * 
Surely when the Young Man: res 
tuſeth the Joke, and intends to 
Repent, he doth not conſider what 
his Grief and Sorrow 1s Ike to le 
upon this. account, 
I may add to this, That the 
Grief 
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Grief of a late Penitent is exceed- 
ingly encreaſed by the Malice of 
the Devil. He .then poſſeſſes the 
Sinner with dreadful Apprehenſions 
of his Condition, by telling him 
thathe is loſt and undone, and that 
God will never be reconcild to 
him. 

He that perſwaded the Young 
Man to make light of Repentance 
as if it were a buſineſs that ad- 
mitted of a quick and eaſy dit- 
patch ; when he comes to Repent, 
tells him another Story. He en- 
deayours then to prevent it by telling 
him that it will be a Trouble too 
great for him, to rhink of what he 
hath done ; and if he cannot prevent 
it, he will then purſue the Sinner 
with ſuggeſtions that he hath not 
repented enough, and ſo keeps him 
overwhelm'd with Griet and Sorrozv 
to think of his condition. Then, 
he that thought there was no great 
"danger in committing the pe 
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fin, thinks now that every little Sin 
is too great to be torgiven, and 
ſometimes thinks he commits un- 
pardonable ſins, when he commits 
none at all. Every melancholy 
Thought; every ſudden Imagina- 
tion darted into his Mind, is an 
unſpeakable Grief and trouble to 
him. It is endleſs to tell you, how 
many Perplexities of this nature 
have attended the late Repentance 
of thoſe who have lived Sinful 
Lives. 

If all theſe things be conſidered, 
how good is it for a man to bear 
the Yoke in his Youth that he may 
not have the grief and ſorrow -of 
an After-Repentance to unders 
10? 

I know that it hath been the 
conceit of ſome in our dayes, that 
no man can be in the State of 
Religion, but he muſt know the 
time of his Converlion, and _ 
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be able to give an account when he 
repented, & turned from the wayes 
| of Sinand Wickedneſs. But it is a 
* . very groundleſs conceit, for there are 
© many (and I pray God encreaſe 
the number of them) who Fear 
God from their Touth, as Obadiah 
did, 1 Xings 18. 12. who never 
were converted from a Sinful and 
Ungodly Life ; for they never lived 
ſuch a Life, The care of their Pa- 
rents to bring them up in the mur- 
ture and Admonition of the Lord : 
Their early liſtnings to the woice 

their Teachers, and taking their 
Councel, hath prevented the nece{- 
firy of Repentance, and con{equent- 
iy of the great Grief and Sorrow 
which attends it. I know there 1s 
no Good man but hath frequent oc- 
caſion to Repent, becauſe cvery man 
that 1s a Sinner mult be Penitent, 
but thofe are the fecons! Acts of 
Repentance which are commonly 
very ſhort and quickly bring great 
* Joy 
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Joy and Comfort to the Mind. Tr 
is the firſt Act, the turning from 
one State to another, that F am 
ſpeaking of, and that Sorrow and 
Grief which is the conſequent of 
a Sinful Life and a continued En- 
mity againſt God, 7 is gene for a 
Man that he bear the Toke in his 
Touth, that he may not endure 
thoſe ſharp Conflicts, thoſe Terrors 
and Difquietments of mind which 
attend an Aftery-Repentance. 

2, Repentance 1s not only a great 
grief for what is paſt, but Amend- 
ment for»the time to come. A man 
may, in # ſenſe, be faid to __ 
that continues as he was before. 
Doubtlefs it is a very common 
thing for Sinners to Repent, ſo 
{ſoon as they have done a baſe Act, 
becauſe it naturally brings trouble to 
them ; but yet rhe next 'Fempration 
prevailes; which ſhewes what @ 
Slave a man 1s to his Luſt. The 
Maſter 
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Maſter calles, and his Servant obeys 
his; voice, though he hath regret 
in his mind, and wiſhes it were 
otherwiſe with him, - But that Re- 
pentance. which is true and valued 
either by God or Man, is that Re- 
pentance which produceth Amend- 
ment. Who regards a. man that 
ſaith, he is ſorry tor what he hath 
done, and. yet preſently doth the 
ſame again? The notion of Re- 
pentance is very .caſy, and that 
which every one underſtands: It 
is a mans. being ſorrowful for 
what he hath done, and his reſoly- 
ing to do ſo no more. But there 
is this diflerence between Repen- 
ance towards men, and -Repentance 
towards God : 'The- fir{t may. be in a 
mans own power, but the ſecond 
is not. If I have treſpailed upon 
my Neighbour, or done any injury, 
I can be ſorry for it,. and make 
Reſtitution, which is all that he 
requires, and take care that I offend 
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ium not for the time to come. But 
2t [if I have offended God? If I have 
e flived a ſinful and ungodly Lite? 1 
> | cannot amend that and lead a new 
d | Life without the Grace and Holy 
= | Spirit of .God. Becaufe in Repen- 
- | tance towards God, there 15 not on- 
t | 1y a neceſſity of changing the courſe 
h Jof a mans Actions, but the State 
and Habit of 'his Mind. There 
muſt be a new Principle of Piety - 
and Holineſs, from which good 
Actions do proceed. It is pollible 
for a man to change the courſe of 
his Actions towards God, and yet 
not be a true Penitent. He that 
hath bcen debaucht may live ſober- 
ly and temperately. He that ne- 
ver came to Church may frequent 
it; and more inſtances may eaſily 
be given; and all this may be for 
the ſake of his credit and Reputa-. 
tion, or it may be that he may 
give ſome caſe to himſelf by it, 
becauſe of his tormenting Conſe 
ence, 
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ence ; but all this while the manF 
5 no true Penitent : There 1s not 
in him that Principle of Piety andF 
Holineſs by which he delights in, 
God, and hates all that 1s evil. 
True Repentance 1s a-Change of the 
Nature and Diſpoſition of the mind, 
which cannot be without the Work | 
of Gods Holy Spirit. 

' When therefore the Young Man 
refuſeth the Yoke with an intent 
to repent afterwards, he promiſes 
that to himſelf, which is our of his 
own Power... An ability to perform 
it muſt come from that God whoſe 
Yoke he refufeth to bear. The 
Young Man that*intends to repent, 
thould ofcen feriouſly contider what 
the Apoſtle faith, 2 Tim. 2, 25, 26. 


E... I Meekneſs inftrt ting them that 


oppoſe themſelves, if God peradven- 
ture are bom them Repentance to the 
acknowle gment of the Truth. And 


that the -d may recover them; (elves | 


Snare 5, the Devil, who 
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we led Captive by him, at his will : 
x Ie are to underſtand the Apoſtle 
4 5 well with reference to Errors 
1 Þt Practice as to Errours of Judg- 
1 Phent. Men oppoſe the Truth as 
ie vel by wicked Lives as by corrupt 
4 Principles. Methinks the Young 
1; Man ſhould be afraid to Sin in 
 Þopes of Repentance, if he conſt- 
ders What the Apoſtle ſpeaks in this 
place concerning it. There are three 
hings obſerveabke. 

x, Repentance' is 'the Gift of 


>» OD, and what Reaſon hath a- 
@Þy man to expect that Gift from 
” od, who breaks his moſt Righte- 


bus Laws,” diihonours his moſt Ho- 
Name, and caſts all manner of 
ontempt upon him, in hopes of 
bat Gifty VVas it ever known, 
,. Fat any man did that which he 
new to be offenſive to another, 
4 hopes-of his Favour ? Did ever 
g ny man in his Wits, difoblige a»: 
other in hopes of a Gift trom 
lum? 
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\ him? 'That;a-man ſhould give him-fn 
felf to the ſervice of ſin; in hopesFhit 
that God will give him Repentanceſye 
inſtead of the Puniſhment of hisfca 
{in, is ſuch a piece of Folly andfgi 
Madneſs, that -he'may be aſhamed 
and confounded to think of it ;Þny 
and yery probable it is, that he is] lif 
unwilling ſeriouſly to think of it,Þth 
that he may avoid Shame and Con-ſ to 
fulion as long as-he can. th 

2, The young man may oblerveſly 
that the Apoſtle puts. it upon aþ.hi 
PERADYENTURE whether Godſ-fu 
will beſtow this Gift upon himz{cc 
when all poſſible means 1s uſed toff de 
reclaim him. The .Young . Marg: 
ſhould therefore conſider; that if heff as 
bears the Yoke now, he maybe aſl fo 
ted of the Love and Favoii®of God,f th 
and” rejoyce in it all his dayes;Þ-in 
but if he negleAs it in hopes off-ar 
Repentance atterwards, though Mi-J,o! 
niſters ſhould uſe their utmoſt en+ 
deavours, by all Meck and Kind 
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n-flotreaties and Infinuations to bring 
&shim to the Practice of Rehgion, 
celyet it is a queſtion whether they 
isþcan prevail, becauſe they cannot 
idJeive Repentance. 

0d) It is to be feared, there are ma- 
[ny Sinners who continue a ſinful 
is} life after they are ſo convinced of 
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1-4 to need no Arguments for their far- 
ther conviction, becauſe God is juſt- 
refly provoked by their long reſiſting 
aJ.his grace to withdraw it for the 
xd{-future : And after theſe are fully 
n:convinced of their Danger they 
off do both fail in their ſtrivings to 
"{fubdue their Luſts, and imploring, 
as they ought, the Divine Grace 
ug for the ſucceſs of endeavours to 
dF that end. So that men continue 
S;0-impenitent againſt” all perſivaſions, 
off-and againſt the reaſon of their 
-j.own minds, for want of this Gift 
of GOD, which he ſometimes 
| may 
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; may; as 1 laid; refuſe in his Judg hi 
E ment/ to continue. ' From wh 4 fo 
tis manifeſt that | it -is.2 P E RN 
ADVENTURE whether . h4j#f 
that holds on in Sinning;” inf! 
. hopes of Repentance hereafter lo 
' ſhall -obtain- it when i he deſires bo 
it. 

3. When the Sinner hath refuſed the hi 
.Yoke and hopes for Repentance 
afterwards, he is in the mean time} 

> 4n the Snare of the Devil, and let 
= Captive by him. Let the Young Ca 
= Man conſider what a hopetul Con*E 
” Aitionhe is [like to be 1n, it he doth * 
not fear God in his Youth. Thereſſ® 
.are two things which he may colt 
{ſider from. 'this : Expreſſion of the 
Apoſtle ;- one 1s Certain, and that i 
het ſhall be in the Snare of the Devil, 
another 1s Uncertain, and that is his 
he he ſhall - ever recover Jin-l the 
Ka and get-out of it. The YoungI® in . 
cannot t Tay, that it 1s bet foul Wil 
im 
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d | for fear he ſhould be in the Sn: 
>Lof the Devil, and be his ens, J 
Jif he does not, for.that he is ſures Y 
Yof)s there is no Peradventure bes ® 
longs to that ; but only to his ef 
4 cape out of it, which is very ha- Þ 4 * 
zardous, becauſe it muſt be given 3 
he him from that God whom he hath {-- 
fall along offended and provoked * 
. "ro anger. 4 
j From this that I have ſaid, the 
{Caſe of the young man is ſtated " 
n right : He is at his choice whe- 8 
Izher he will have Gods Toke, or 
be in the Devils Snare, and he 
p annot but ſee what an uncomfors - 
Stable thing it is, that he ſhonldre- 
dlve. ( againſt the force of all © 
Arguments from Gods Word and ©? 
his tender Conſcience) to accept of 7: 
[he Devils invitation into his Snare, | > 
ng in hopes that God by Repentance 
vill afterwards fetch him out ff; 4 | 
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SE l have ſhewed how uns. 
RE le it is for 4nen to fin 1n 
hopes of Repentance ; from the con» 


Wideration of what it is in it (ct 


E-1.ct not therefore thoſe that are 
FYoung be ſo fooliſh as to do that in 
og be which they cannot but 

F know muſt needs colt them bitrer- 
& neſs of ſoul hercafter. And let not 
= any think that Repentance conliits 
© wh olly of ſorrow for fin, how deep ſo- 
B= .ever,it is, for then ſinners may be ſecured! 

# that they ſhall go to Heaven, if they 
do not_die ſuddenly, and inſenfibly of 
what they have done : for it is ſcarce- 

ly. to be imagined that a man ſhould 

look upon baſe ations, when he is Ay- 

11g» and not Repent and be Sorry ſo 
*Ahem. _ The Young Man may premiſe 
himſelf that he ſhall be ſorry for 5 hathe 

h 1th done, but he cannot promiſe the 

L- Renewing Grace of God, without which 
; all ſorrow for Jun, will no Whit avail him, 
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